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INTRODUCTION TO THE THEMES 



The results for the Year 02 assessment (Reading and Litera- 
ture) are the first to be reported by theme. Conceptually, a 
theme defines a set of existing and potential exercises that re- 
late to each other in content or some central idea that is mean- 
ingful to the subject area of concern. This format allows pre- 
senting all relevant results for each theme in a single report. 
The eight Reading themes are described briefly at the end of this 
introduction. 

In its broadest sense, "reading" can mean such diverse 
things as a fortune teller's "reading" tea leaves, one person 
"reading" another's facial expression and so on. National As- 
sessment is concerned with "reading" in a '^arrower sense — those 
"reading skills" usually taught in the sc ols — and the percent- 
ages of individuals who have attained those skills. 

In everyday life, people encounter such diverse types of 
reading materials as books, newspapers, reference works, direc- 
tions, sundry graphic materials and others. Many of these mate- 
rials can be read "on the surface" or "in depth." A person may 
simply glean isolated facts from reading materials; or he may re- 
late these facts to recognize the central idea the facts support, 
draw complex inferences from the facts or criticize the content. 
In his essay, "Of Studies," Francis Bacon said. 

Some books are to be tasted, others to be swallowed, 
and some few to be chewed and digested; that is, some 
books are to be read only in parts; others to be read 
but not curiously; and some few to be read wholly, and 
with diligence and attention. . . Reading maketh a 
full man; . . .therefore, . . .if [a man] read little, 
he had need have much cunning, to seem to know that he 
doth not. 

Some types of reading materials, therefore, neither require 
nor merit a deep, penetrating study that involves high level be- 
haviors. Extrapolating from the Bacon quotation, we might say 
that a "good" reader can, first of all, discriminate between 
those materials that are b^st read shallowly and those that re- 
quire a reading in d^pth. Then when he finds a work that needs 
to be "chewed and digested," he is able to do so effectively. A 
"poor" reader, on the other hand, can at best cope with the 
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"shallower" types of reading materials and can only muddle on the 
surface of more profound works. 

The Reading themes represent both a variety of reading mate- 
rials and a variety of behaviors these materials require. They 
were developed by members of the National Assessment staff and 
reading specialists to cluster the Reading exercises into re- 
porting categories that are meaningful to lay persons, scholars 
and educators who are concerned with the reading skills of var- 
ious groups of young Americans.^ 

The themes are numbered — the lower numbers designating 
skills that are usually identified with early reading and the 
higher ntunbers designating high order skills. Successful per- 
formance on exercises in the higher numbered themes requires some 
of the abilities measured in the lower numbered themes in addi- 
tion to the higher order skill. This increasing complexity is 
apparent in the brief descriptions (below) of the Reading themes. 
A more detailed description of each theme appears in Chapter 1 of 
the respective theme report. 



Theme 1: Understand Words and Word Relationships 

Since most reading materials contain words, any cognitive 
behavior toward them requires at a minimum that the reader be 
able to understand the meanings of words and how words relate to 
form a meaningful whole. Exercises in this theme are of three 
types. One type requires the individual to give the meaning of a 
word occurring in isolation; another type requires the individual 
to derive the meaning of a word from its contextual use; and a 
third type requires the individual to recognize when sees of 
words relate to form a meaningful whole. 

A person must be able to do more than merely recognize words 
and word relationships. In order to function adequately in 
everyday life, he must also be able to glean important facts from 
many types of materials. Themes 2-5 are all concerned with a 
person's ability to identify and extract significant factual in- 
formation, but they differ in the method used to present the fac- 
tual information. 



ISee Chapter 3, General Information Yearbook (Report 02-GIY) . 
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Theme 2: Graphic Materials 



Subtheme A: Interpret drawings and pictures 

Subtheme B: Read signs and labels 

Subtheme C: Read charts, maps and graphs 

Subtheme D: Read forms 



Theme 2 is characterized by materials using a variety of 
formats other than line-by-line narrative to convey their mes- 
sages. Graphic materials can be used alone in lieu of line-by- 
line narrative or can be used in conjunction with line-by-line 
narrative to clarify or augment its meaning. 



Theme 3: Written Directions 

Subtheme A: Understand written directions 
Subtheme B: Carry out written directions 

Directions are information- imparting materials that tell how 
to do something. The subtheme understand written directions re- 
quires only that an individual indicate that he could perform 
what the directions state/ given the opportunity. The subtheme 
carry out written directions requires the individual to actually 
perform what the directions state under circumstances that imply 
understanding as a prerequisite for adequate performance. 



Theme 4: Reference Materials 

Subtheme A: Know appropriate reference sources 
Subtheme B: Use reference materials effectively 

In order to utilize information from reference materials ^ an 
individual must first know which type of reference to consult for 
a specific kind of information. This is the requirement of the 
subtheme know appropriate reference sources . Once the appro- 
priate source is located, an individual must be able to extract 
the desired information, that is, use reference materials effec- 
tively . In all but one exercise — which incorporated a real dic- 
tionary — in the latter subtheme, facsimiles of reference mate- 
rials were used. 



Theme 5: Gleaning Significant Facts From Passages 

This theme requires the most concrete level of behavior to- 
ward line-by-line narrative. Some exercises require the indi- 
vidual to extract certain facts while the passage is still avail- 
able to him for reference. Other exercises require the 
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individual to recall certain facts when the passage is no longer 
available. Stixl other exercises require the individual to dis- 
cern ways in v/hich certain facts relate to each other. While all 
three types of exercises are concerned with facts, they require 
increasingly high levels of behavior. 

*** it -k it 

Only if a person can successfully glean important facts from 
the types of materials in Themes 2-5 is he able to function ade- 
quately in everyday life. A good reader, however, goes beyond 
just gleaning facts from materials. He is able to engage in 
higher levels of behavior toward the materials. These higher 
level behaviors are the topics of Themes 6-8. Most of the exer- 
cises involve line-by-line narrative, but some represent mate- 
rials like those in Themes 2-4. 



Theme 6: Main Ideas and Organization 

Identifying the main idea of a passage or discovering its 
organization requires a higher level of comprehension than merely 
gleaning the important facts. Some exercises require the indi- 
vidual to identify the main idep. being expressed in a passage 
either by suggesting an appropriate title or by identifying the 
point the author is attempting to make. Other exercises require 
the individual to identify the mode in which the author organizes 
the facts. 



Theme 7: Drawing Inferences 

Drawing inferences requires that an individual derive a con- 
clusion not explicitly stated in the passage but which logically 
might be expected on the basis of the organization of the passage 
and the information it contains. For some exercises, zhe indi- 
vidual needs only the information in the passage to derive a con- 
clusion; for others, however, he must also have some additional 
information based upon his prior experience. 



Theme 8: Critical Reading 

Critical reading requires from an individual the highest 
level of behavior — analysis and reasoning. In addition, it re- 
quires a reaction to or an opinion about th^» passage. Critical 
reading represents a deep interaction between author and reader 
that can lead to an understanding that is greater than the con- 
tribution of either. 
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METHODS OF DESCRIBING THE DATA 



In order that the reader of this and other National Assess- 
ment reports be able to obtain the fullest benefit and meaning of 
the data we describe / we recommend that the reader consult the 
General Information Yearbook (Report 02-GlY) . This Yearbook dis- 
closes the origin, purposes and goals of the National Assessment 
project and the philosophy of assessment as contrasted to stand- 
ardized testing. The Yearbook also presents the operational pro- 
cedures and methods we use to obtain, score, analyze and describe 
our data. We believe that this information is essential for the 
reader to obtain a full understanding of National Assessment data. 



Describing the Data 

We report results for four age levels (9, 13, 17 and young 
adult, 26-35) . Within each age level across the nation as a 
whole (national level) , we give results for four regions of the 
country (Northeast, Southeast, Central and West); two sexes (male 
and female) ; two colors (Black and White) ; four levels of pa- 
rental education (no high school, some high school, graduated 
from high school and post high school) ; and seven sizes and types 
of community for ages 9 and 13 and in-school age 17 (extreme 
inner city, extreme rural, small city, medium city, rest of big 
city, suburban fringe and extreme affluent suburb) . Type of com- 
manity information was not available for individuals in the out- 
of -school assessment (young adults and some 17-year-olds) . For 
this reason, we report for young adults, only the results for 
four sizes of community (big city, small place, medium city and 
urban fringe) . The size and type of community data reported for 
17-year-olds applies only to those enrolled in school at the time 
of assessment.^ 

Most exercises have answers that can be scored "correct" or 
"incorrect." Many others, however, while having answers that 
cannot be scored "correct" or "incorrect," have some best answer 
or most desirable answer. We use the terra — percentage of success 
— to describe the proportion of individuals who gave the correct, 
best or most desirable answer to an exercise. We express a 



■"■See the General Information Yearbook , Chapter 3 (Report 02-GIY) 
for definitions of these age levels and groups. 
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percentage of success for the nation as a whole (entire age 
level) and for each of these groups on each exercise. 

We then determine the difference between the percentage of 
success for each group and the percentage of success for the na- 
tion aF a whole, and the number we obtain is called an effect . 
An ecioCt is expressed as the percentage of success for a group 
minus the percentage of success for the nation as a whole. For 
example : 

Northeast « National _ Northeast 

% of Success % of Success Effect 

A positive (greater than zero) effect means that a larger 
percentage of individuals in a group gave an acceptable answer to 
an exercise than did so in the nation as a whole. For example, 
if 74% of 13-year-olds in the Northeast gave an acceptaiDle answer, 
but only 68% of the 13-yecii -olds in the nation as a whole gave an 
acceptable answer, the Northeast effect for 13*year-olds would be 

Northeast _ National . Northeast 

% of Success % of Success " Effect 

74% - 68% = 6% 

A negative (less than zero) effect means that a smaller per- 
centage of individuals in a group gave ^n acceptable answer to an 
exercise than did so in the nation as a whole. For example, if 
52% of 9-year-olds in the West gave an acceptable answer but 60% 
of 9-year*olds in the nation as a whole gave an acceptable answer, 
the West effect for 9-year-olds would be 

West National _ West 

% of Success " % of Success Effect 

52% - 60% = -8% 



Limitations of the Data 

The National Assessment of Educational Progress was created 
to provide data regarding the educational achievements of various 
groups of young Americans in 10 subject areas. ^ Within the 



2Art, Career and Occupational Development, Citizenship, Literature, 
Mathematics, Music, Reading, Science, Social Studies and Writing. 



limits of error due to measurement-' and sampling error, ^ the data 
presented in National Assessment reports accurately describe the 
educational achievements of these groups as they exist in the 
real world. These data portray the problems facing education — 
improving the educational achievements of various groups of stu- 
dents. 

Although we refer to the o^^er ' difference between an a- 
chievement for a group and the ^ nation as a whole as a 

group effect, we do not imply c . .use-effect relationship between 
membership in a group and that group's level of achievement. Our 
use of the term effect derives solely from a statistical usage. 
National Assessment is not intended to provide reasons for dif- 
ferences if they exist. Many factors can and frequently do af- 
fect the educational achievements of members of various groups. 
Consider, for example, a hypothetical group whose achievement is 
well above the national level. Most members of the group may at- 
tend schools that have excellent physical facilities and high 
quality faculties, belorg to high social-economic families, have 
many reading materials available in the home, be encouraged by 
their parents and so on. All these factors — and others — could 
contribute to the group's high level of achievement while member- 
ship in the group itself may contribute very little or nothing. 
We simply cannot assess some of these contributing factors di- 
rectly. Some of these factors are points of sensitivity to var- 
ious groups. The information necessary to assess certain factors 
is often not obtainable (for example, younger children may not 
know the information) . Other factors may not yet have been iden- 
tified. The factors we assess "stand in" for many other factors 
that can and do influence educational achievement and, therefore, 
reflect different levels of achievement among groups. 

The name of a group is merely a categorical label. There- 
fore, the characteristic (s) indicated by a group's name must not 



^Measurement error stems from three basic sources: (1) the meas- 
uring instrument ; for example, instructions may be misleading or 
questions may be vaguely phrased or contain a tipoff to the cor- 
rect answer; (2) the examinee ; for example, may be emotionally 
upset, physically ill or handicapped or lack motivation; and 
(3) the measurement situation ; for example, temperature and 
lighting conditions, noise level, pleasantness of surroundings 
and the test administrator. 

*When data are obtained from samples of entire populations, it is 
improbable that the numbers we obtain are exactly the same as we 
would have obtained from the entire population. See the General 
Information Yearbook , Chapter 10 and Appendix C (Report 02-GIY) 
for a discussion of sampling error and standard error. 



xi 



be construed as necessarily being the cause or even as being a 
cause for the high or low achievement of that group compared to 
the national level. Often, a disproportionately large percentage 
of members of a group of interest are also members of particular 
groups defined by other factors, all these factors may contribute 
to the group's high (or low) level of achievement. 

The aim of National Assessment is to describe the educa- 
tional achievements of entire groups , that is, populations. 
While we do not obtain data from all members of any group, we ob* 
tain data from carefully selected representative samples. Even 
data obtained in this way, however, are subject to error. Be-' 
cause of this error, the group effects we observe in the sample 
data will not be exactly the same as they would be if we were to 
assess all members of the group. We use statistical procedures 
to determine the probable extent of this sampling error. 

Our major concern is with the direction of population ef- 
fects. When we look at each sample effect, therefore, we need to 
ask, "Is this sample effect large enough that we can be reason- 
ably certain that the direction of the population effect is the 
same as that of the sample effect?" When the size of a sample 
effect is at least two times as large as its standard error, the 
probability is at most 5% that an effect this large or larger 
would be obtained from a sample if no real population effect in 
that direction existed. We call such effects reliable and indi- 
cate them on exhibits with asterisks (*) to show that the indi- 
cated direction is reasonably certain for the population effect. 

Reasonable certainty of direction is often not the same as 
a sample effects' being large enough for the corresponding popu- 
lation effect to be of practical importance . This must be judged 
by the user. In making such judgments about sample effects, how- 
ever, the user must pay attention to their reliability. If a 
sample effect is not reliable — if we cannot be reasonably certain 
that it has the same direction as the corresponding population 
effect, we cannot place much weight on its size even if we would 
judge its size and direction quite important knowing this value 
to be the population effect. 



Summarizing the Data 

In summarizing the data for a group, we talk of the group's 
overall behavior and certain specific behaviors . An overall be- 
havior is represented numerically by the group's median effect 
and reflects its relative performance as a whole on a theme. A 
specific behavior is represented numerically by a group's effect 
on, a given exercise (or part of an exercise) and reflects its 
relative performance only on that exercise (or part) . Summary 
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Summary statements about a group's overall behavior are derived 
from the group's specific effects on the individual exercises in 
a theme; however, it is often the case that such general state- 
ments about overall behavior do not adequately describe some of 
the specific effects. Therefore, caution must be exercised when 
applying summary statements to individual exercises. Summary 
statements describe a group's overall behavior on a set of exer- 
cises, that is, the behavior we would expect from the group based 
on the data at hand. In addition to describing each group's 
overall behavior, we also indicate those exercises on which each 
group behaved differently than we would expect relative to its 
own overall or median level. ^ 

In summarizing the data for a theme, we would like to make a 
single statement that describes each group's overall behavior 
relative to the national level. One suitable number that des- 
cribes such overall behavior is the group's median effect. It 
tells where the center of the distribution of a group's effects 
is located, that is, half the effects are above and half below 
the median value. However, it could be misleading to say that a 
group's overall behavior is above or below the national level 
simply because its median effect is above or below the national 
level. A group whose median effect is close to the national 
level (for example, 0.2) probably behaved more like than very 
different from the national level on the given set of exercises 
(theme) . 

We stated above that we could place little weight on unreli- 
able effects. However, if a large enough proportion of a group's 
effects — even if none are reliable — occur either above or below 
the national level, we have an indication that the group's 
overall behavior tends to be above or below the national level. 
If, in addition to having a large proportion of its effects oc- 
curring in one direction, a group has many reliable effects, we 
have an indication that the group's overall behavior differs more 
strongly from the national level. We have adopted the following 
rules to describe when a group's overall behavior (1) tends to be 
about the same as the national level, (2) tends to be different 
(differs weakly) from the national level or (3) is characteristi- 
cally different (differs strongly) from the national level. 

1. A group's overall behavior on a theme tends to be 
about the same as the national level if fewer than 



•^A median is the point in an ordered set of values below which 
50% of the values occur. For a more complete description of the 
median, see the General Information Yearbook , Appendix E (Report 
02-GIY) . 
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75% of its effects occur either above or below the 
national level. In other words, if a group's 
upper quartile^ effect is positive (greater than 
zero) and the lower quartile" effect is negative 
(less than zero), the group's overall behavior 
tends to be about the same as the national 
level. 

2a. A group's overall behavior on a theme tends to be 
above the national level if at least 75% of its 
effects are positive. In other words, if a group's 
lower quartile effect is positive, the group's 
overall behavior tends to be above the national 
level. 

2b. A group's overall behavior on a theme tends to be 
below the national level if at least 75% of its 
effects are negative. In other words, if a group's 
upper quartile effect is negative, the group's 
overall behavior tends to be below the national 
level. 

3a. A group's overall behavior on a theme is charac - 
teristically above the national level if at least 
75% of its effects are positive and if more than 
50% of its effects are reliably greater than zero. 

3b. A group's overall behavior on a theme is charac - 
teristically below the national level if at least 
75% of its effects are negative and if more than 
50% of its effects are reliably less than zero. 

Both directional tendencies and directional characteristics 
provide a means of comparing each group's overall behavior with 
the national level. They do not tell us, however, on which exer- 
cises a group behaves quite differently than we would expect on 
the basis of its overall behavior. 



^The lower quartile is the point in an ordered set of values 
below which 25% of the values occur. The upper quartile is the 
point in an ordered set of values below which 75% of the values 
occur. For a more complete description of the quartiles, see the 
General Information Yearbook . Appendix E (Report 02-GIY) . 
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Atypical Group Behaviors 



In addition to describing each group's overall behavior 
relative to the national level, we describe each group's specific 
behaviors relative to its own overall level of behavior. As we 
stated earlier, a suitable number that describes a group's 
overall behavior is its median effect. Note on Exhibit m-1 how a 
group's effects distribute around the median point. An arrow (-^) 
indicates the location of the median point of each distribution. 
For many groups, some effects stand notably apart from most of 
those in the distribution. We can think of these outstanding ef- 
fects as representing a group's atypical behaviors, that is, the 
group's specific effects that difter markedly from its overall 
behavior (or median level) . We have adopted the following rule 
to identify those exercises on which a group exhibits atypical 
behavior . 

If an effect for a given exercise departs frorr the median 
effect by an amount at least two and one half times as large as 
the pooled standard error^ of all the group's effects for a given 
set of exercises (theme), the group's behavior on that exercise 
is atypical . Again, look at the example exhibit (H-1) . The zero 
line CjS) represents the national level of behavior. An effect is 
represented by a box with an X ( [x] ) unless it is atypical. An 
atypical effect is represented by an open box (Q). 

If a group's overall behavior has no directional tendency, 
that is, if it tends to be about the same as the national level, 
it suffices to say that an atypical behavior is high or low for 
that group. See, for example, the aistribution of effects for 
the small city group (SC) on Exhibit M^l. 

On the other hand, if a group's overall behavior has either 
a directional tendency or a directional characteristic above the 
national level, or if a group's overall behavior has either a 
directional tendency or a directional characteristic below the 
national level; it is not sufficient to say that a group's atyp- 
ical behavior is simply high or low. Consider, for example, the 
distributions for two groups from Exhibit M-1. The overall be- 
havior for the no high school (NHS) parental education group is 
characteristically below the national level, and the overall be- 
havior for the post high school (PHS) group is characteristically 



'Chapter 10 and Appendix C of the General Information Yearbook 
(Report 02-GIY) discuss the meaning and use of the standard 
error. Appendix C gives the formula for the pooled standard 
error we use. 
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Exhibit M-1 
Example Distributions of Effects 



Parental 
Education 



Size and Type of 
Community 




NHS 5HS BHB PHS EIC EIR SC MC RBC ST CRS 

-9.2 0.6 -0.9 4.9 

-7.3 0.6 2.2 



Median -13.7 1.3 
Effect 

-6.3 7.0 
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KEYS: 



Region 

SE Southeast 
W West 
C Central 
NE Northeast 

Sex 

M Male 
F Female 

Color 

B Black 
W White 

Parental Education 

NHS No High School 

SHS Some High School 

GHS Graduated from High School 

PHS Post High School 

Size and Type of Community (STOC) 

EIC Extreme Inner City 

ER Extreme Rural 

SC Small City 

MC Medium City 

RBC Rest of Big City 

SF Suburban Fringe 

EAS Extreme Affluent Suburb 

Size of Community (SOC) 

BC Big City 

SP Smaller Places 

MC Medium City 

UP Urban Fringe 
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above the national level. The atypically low behaviors of the 
NHS group are even farther from the national level than its own 
median level while the atypically low behaviors of the PHS group 
would be closer to the national level than its own median level. 
Conversely y the atypically high behaviors of the PHS group are 
even further from the national level than its own median level 
while the atypically high behaviors of the NHS group are closer 
to the national level than its own median level. 

It seems logical that we consider together (1) those atyp- 
ical behaviors that are farther from the national level than a 
group's own median level and (2) those atypical behaviors that 
are closer to^ the national level than a group's own median level. 

In summary, in the age level chapters (3, 4, 5 and 6), we 
give particular attention to those exercises on which each group 
had atypical behaviors. If a group's overall behavior has no 
directional tendency, we describe the group's overall behaviors 
as being either high or low . If a group's overall behavior has 
a directional tendency or a directional characteristic, we des- 
cribe the group's atypical behaviors as farther from or closer to 
the national level thcui the group's own median level. 



''An atypical effect (or behavior) described as closer to the na- 
tional level most often is less extreme in the same direction as 
a group's tendency or characteristic. It sometimes happens, how- 
ever, that a "closer to" atypical behavior occurs in the opposite 
direction from the national level as the group's median level. 
We use the single term, closer to , to describe all atypical be- 
haviors that depart from a group's median level in the direction 
of the national level. 
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CHAPTER 1 
THEME 8: CRITICAL READING 



Once a reader is able to relate the significant facts in a 
passage to each other and thereby identify the author's main 
idea and organizational mode, (Theme 6) ^.nd is able to draw infer- 
ence from the author's message (Then^ 7, , he has become involved 
in a complex reader-author interaction* He has moved a long 
way toward the ultimate goals of re**ding: understanding exactly 
what the author has said and responding meaningfully to the 
author's message. The final step toward achieving these goals 
is embodied in critical reading. In addition to having the 
skills required for success on the first seven themes, a good 
reader must be able to use his own thoughts and experiences to 
analyze^ criticize^ evaluate, and then accept, modify or reject 
what the author has said. 

In reading critically, a reader must understand the various 
literary devices used by the author to enhance his message and 
how effective these devices were* He must recognize how the 
mood and tone help to carry the author's message. He must be 
able to determine whether an author is stating a fact or express- 
ing an opinion, and he must recognize the author's purpose in 
writing the passage, 

Reading is not an all or nothing activity. Rather it is a 
series of progressively complex activities involving a variety 
of materials* At each step, the reader becomes ever more deeply 
involved in a reader-author relationship and a fulfilling reading 
experience. 
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CHAPTER 2 



SUMMARY OF RESULTS 

In summarizing the data for Theme 8; Critical Reading , we 
present the overall behaviors of the various groups relative to 
the national level on the set of exercises representing Theme 8, 
An overall behavior represents the behavior we would expect from 
a given group on critical reading on the basis of the data at 
hand. 

Exhibit 2-1 shows the median group effects at each age level, 
Exhibit 2-2 shows the directional tendencies and the directional 
characteristics! of the overall group behaviors represented by 
the median effects, 

1. A zero (0) indicates that a group's overall behavior 
tends to be about the same as the national level. 

2a. A plus sign (+) indicates that a group's overall 
behavior tends to be above the national level. 

2b. A minus sign (-) indicates that a group's overall 
behavior tends to be below the national level, 

3a. A double plus sign (++) indicates that a group's 
overall behavior is characteristically above the 
national level. 

3b. A double minus sign ( — ) indicates that a group's 
overall behavior is characteristically below the 
national level. 



^These terms are defined in Methods of Describing the Data, in 
the section Summarizing the Data. 
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EXHIBIT 2-1 



Median Group Effects at Each Age Level 



Age Level 

No. of Effects 


9 

(24) 


13 
(30) 


17 

(21) 


Adult 
(12) 


Region 
Southeast 
west 
Central 
Northeast 


-6.4 
-0.8 
2.6 
2.6 


-4.4 
-0.5 
2.1 
3.0 


-5.3 
0.1 
1.4 
1.2 


-7.9 
1.6 
1.0 
2.0 


Sex 
Male 
Female 


-2.8 
2.8 


-2.2 
2.2 


-2.8 
2.8 


-0.1 
0.1 


Color 
Black 
White 


-16.8 
2.9 


-16.0 
2.9 


-21.0 
3.1 


-23.7 
3.0 


Parental Education 
No High School 
Some High School 
Graduated High School 
Post High School 


-8.8 
-4.7 
-0.1 
7.5 


-13.5 
-3.8 
0.4 
7.3 


-15.8 
-7.2 
-0.9 
8.4 


-10.7 
-2.6 
3.5 
11.5 


Size and Type of Community* 
Extreme Inner City 
Extreme Rural 
Small City 
Medium City 
Rest of Big City 
Suburban Fringe 
Extreme Affluent Suburb 


-13.3 
-4.0 
-0.5 
-0.4 
1.9 
1.1 
8.3 


-9.6 
-4.1 
-0.8 
0.8 
-1.8 
2.2 
5.8 


-10.0 
-4.1 
-1.1 
1.0 
1.7 
0.9 
7.6 




Size of Community 
Big City 
Small Place 
Medium City 
Urban Fringe 








-5.4 
0.0 
4.7 
0.8 



*Type of community information was not available for out-of-school 
individuals (young adults and some 17-year-olds) . Size and type 
of community median effects at age 17 apply only to those in school. 



EXHIBIT 2-2 

Directional Tendencies and Directional Characteristics 

Age Level 9 13 17 Adult 

Region 

Southeast — • ~ 

West -00 + 

Central + + + 0 

Northeast + + 0 + 

Sex 

Male — — • 0 

Female ++ ++ ++ 0 

Color 

Black — — -~ 

White ++ ++ ++ ++ 

Parental Education 
No High School 

Some High School - — 0 

Graduated High School 0 0-+ 

Post High School ++ ++ ++ ++ 

Size and Type of Community* 
Extreme Inner City 

Extreme Rural - - - 

Small City 0 0 0 

MediuiTi City 0 0 + 

Rest of Big City 0 0+ 

Suburban Fringe + + 0 

Extreme Affluent Suburb ^ ++ ++ ++ 

Size of Community 
Big City 

Small Place 0 

Medium City + 

Urban Fringe 0 



*Type of community information was not available for out-of-school 

individuals (young adults and some 17-year-olds) . Size and type 

of community median effects at age 17 apply only to those in school. 



CHAPTER 3 
RESULTS FOR AGE 9 



The 9-year-olds participating in the 1970-71 Reading assess- 
ment were born during the calendar year 1961. About three 
fourths of them were enrolled in the fourth grade at the time of 
the assessment and most of the remainder were enrolled in the 
third grade. 

Firsts we describe each group's overall behavior on the 
Theme 8 exercises; then we indicate those exercises on which spe- 
cific group behaviors differ atypically from the group's median 
level; finally^ we show individual released exercises along with 
their results. 

Twenty-four specific effects (behaviors) on critical reading 
exercises are summarized at age 9. Twelve of these represent 
released exercises and are described in detail. The other tv/elve 
behaviors represent unreleased exercises to be used in future 
assessments. Exhibit 3-1 shows the distribution of the 24 
behaviors representing Theme 8 for each group relative to the 
national level indicated by the f5 line. Each group's median 
level of performance is indicated by an arrow {-►) . A typical 
behavior for the group is shown by a box with an X { (xj ) ^ and an 
atypical behavior is indicated by an open box ( □ ) . 

When a group's overall performance tends to be above or 
below or is characteristically above or below the national levels 
a specific behavior for that group can be: (1) atypically 
farther from the national level than is the group's median level 
or (2) atypically closer to ^ the national level. 

When a group's overall behavior tends to be about the same 
as the national levels a specific behavior for that group can be 
atypically high or low relative to the group's median level. 



lAn atypical effect (or behavior) described as being closer to 
the national level may be: (1) less extreme in the same direc- 
t:ion as a group's tendency or characteristic^ or (2) it may 
occur in the opposite direction from the national level as the 
group's median level. 



EXHIBIT 3-lB 
Distributions of Effects for Age 9 



Parental 
Education 



Median-8.8 
Effect 



■0.1 



Size and Type of 
Coininunity 




-4.7 



7.5 



cic en ic m< wr 

-13.3 -0.5 1.9 

-4.0 -0.4 1.1 
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Region 



Only one region, the Southeast, with a median effect of -6.4 
demonstrated a characteristic direction. The group characteris- 
tically performed below the national level and achieved results 
atypically farther from the national level on Exercise R808, 
which requires understanding the purpose of a series of questions 
that conclude a story. Nonetheless, the group achieved percent- 
ages atypically closer to the national level on three exercises: 
R814, which requires recognizing the probab.-e location of a sign 
that deals with horsepower; U81702, an unreleas6d exercise about 
the literary device of addressing a poem to a fly; and U818, an 
unreleased exercise about the tone of a satirical comment. 

Attaining a median effect of -0.8, 9-year-olds in the West 
consistently performed at about the national level. 

The Central and Northeast regions, both with median effects 
of 2.6, tended to perform above the national level, but children 
in the Northeast attained a percentage atypically closer to the 
national level on Exercise R814. 



Sex 

Boys characteristically behaved below — and girls, character- 
istically above — the national level; over 5 percentage points 
separated their median effects. Both groups attained results 
atypically farther from the national level on Exercise U811, an 
unreleased exercise about the rhyme pattern in children's poems* 
Girls alone attained results atypically farther from the 
national level on Exercise R812, which involves understanding 
an unusual graphic device in a short poem by William Carlos 
Williams . 

However, a greater number of exercises were atypically 
closer to the national level for both groups: R810, which 
requires understanding the metaphoric use of the word wings in 
a poem by Karl Shapiro; R814, about the horsepower slogan; 
U81701, which requires understanding the phrase "want of thought" 
and U823, which requires discriminating fact from opinion in a 
scientific passage. Girls alone attained a percentage atypically 
closer to the national level on Exercise U806, an unreleased 
exercise that required understanding a metaphor in a scientific 
passage. 



Color 

Blacks, who attained a median effect of -16.8, characteris- 
tically performed below the national level, while Whites, with 
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a median effect of 2.9, characteristically performed above the 
national level. Both groups achieved results atypically farther 
from the national level of Exercise R808, which requires under- 
standing the purpose of a series of questions that conclude a 
story; Blacks alone achieved results atypically farther from 
the national level on Exercise R820, which involve understanding 
the response a writer wished to elicit from his reader, and on 
Exercise R819, which involves interpreting a speaker's feelings 
about television programs. 

More common, however, were responses atypically closer to 
the national level for both groups. Such results were achieved 
on Exercises R814 (horsepower slogan) , U806 (metaphor in scientific 
passage), U81701 (meaning of "want of thought"), U81702 (address- 
ing poem to fly) , U818 (satirical tone) and U823 (fact and opinion 
in a scientific account) • 



Parental Education ^ 

Both the no hiqh school group, with a median effect of -8,8, 
and the post high school group, with a median effect of 7.5, 
recorded characteristic directions. Both groups attained percent- 
ages atypically closer to the national level on Exercises R814 
(horsepower slogan) and U81701 (meaning of "want of thought"). 
Two other exercises, U803/ an unreleased exercise that required 
recognizing that a clown was the probable source of quotation, 
and U806, about a metaphor in a scientific passage, were closer 
to the national level for the post high school group only. 

Only Exercise U811, an unreleased exercise that required 
recognizing the rhyme pattern in children's verse, was farther 
from the national value for the no high school group. However, 
several exercises were farther from the national value for the 
post high school group: R805, which requires understanding the 
author's main purpose in writing a science fiction story; R808, 
which requires understanding the purpose of the series of ques- 
tions at the end of a mystery story; R812, which involves under- 
standing a graphic device in a poem by William Carlos Williams; 
and U809, which requires recognizing the reaction that the author 
wants to elicit in a short humorous story. All four of the exer- 
cises on which the post high school group demonstrated an unusual 
advantage concerned recognizing an author's intention. 



^See the General Information Yearbook , Chapter 3 (Report 02-GIY) 
for definitions of the parental education groups. 
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The soma high school group, with a median effect of -'4.7, 
tended to perform below the national level. The group attained 
results atyplcally farther from the national value on two exer- 
cises, R808 (purpose of questions in mystery) and R812 (purpose 
of graphic device in poem) • 

Nine-year-olds in the graduated from high school group 
performed at about the national level of success on the exercises 
in Theme 8. The one exception, Exercise R805 (purpose of science 
fiction story) , showed the group performing below the national 
level of success. 



Size and Type of Community 3 

Both the extreme inner city group, with a median effect of 
-13.3, and the extreme affluent suburb group, with a median 
effect of 8.3, recorded characteristic directions. Both groups 
attained percentages atypically closer to the national level on 
four exercises: R814 (horsepower slogan), U806 (metaphor in 
scientific passage) , U81701 (poetic meaning of want) and U81702 
(addressing poem to fly) . Both groups attained percentages 
atypically farther from the national level on Exercise R812 
(purpose of graphic device in poem) . The inner city group alone 
achieved percentages atypically farther from the national level 
on Exercises R802, which involves identifying the animal persona 
in a poemi R821, which involves identifying the onomatopoeic 
words in a sentence; and U813, an unreleased exercise about the 
attitude in a short statement about dogs. 

The extreme rural group, with a median effect of -4.0, tended 
to perform below the national level and attained percentages 
atypically farther from the national level on Exercises R812 
(purpose of graphic device in poem) , U811 (rhyme pattern) and 
U822, an unreleased exercise about the tone of one of the char- 
acters in a comic strip. 

The suburban fringe group, with a median effect of 1.1, 
consistently performed above the national level. 

None of the remaining STOC groups recorded either a charac- 
teristic direction or a directional tendency, but each of the 
groups recorded some atypical results. Nine-year-olds in the 
small city group attained an atypically high percentage of success 
on Exercises R802 (persona of poem) and R814 (horsepower slogan) • 



3see the General Information Yearbook . Chapter 3 (Report 02-GlY) 
for definitions of tAe site and type of community groups. 
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The group recorded an atypically low percentage on Exercise 
U815, which requires identifying the probable source of a scien- 
tific passage. 

The medium city group recorded atypically low percentages 
of success on Exercises R808 (purpose of questions in mystery) 
and U809 (reaction elicited by humorous story) • 

The rest of big city group attained an atypically low per- 
centage of success on Exercise R814 (horsepower slogan) • 

*** *** *** 



The data for each released exercise representing critical 
reading are presented in tne following manner. The upper part 
of the left page shows the exercise number and age level. Then 
the exercise is shown exactly as it appeared to the respondent 
except that the correct choice is marked. The percentage of 
9-year-olds choosing each answer is also shown. 

The exhibit on the lower part of the page shows the national 
percentage of success and the percentage of success for each 
group both tabular ly (leftmost column of figures) and graphically 
(horizontal bars). The second column of figures on the left side 
of the exhibit shows the effects for all groups with asterisks 
(*) indicating those that are reliably different from tne national 
percentage of success. In addition to the percentages, the 
effects can also be seen graphically. Note the vertical dashed 
line descending from the end of the national percentage bar. 
This allows a visual comparison of each group percentage of 
success with the national percentage of success. 

The right page again gives the exercise ninnber and age level. 
It also gives the objective and major subobjective for which the 
exercise was written and a brief description of the exercise with 
unusual or interesting responses pointed out when appropriate. 
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Exercise 801 -- Age 9 



Head the story and answer the question which follows it. 

The wind whistled woefully as it wound its way through the 
nearly leafless trees. The pale yellow raoon cast eerie shadows 
as It slipped in and out from behind the clouds like a blinking 
flashlight. Strange figures could be seen dashing and darting 
through the streets. Ghosts, goblins — what could they be? What 
do they want? Vham have they come to haunc? Beware . . . 



Nat'l t 

Choosing 
Each Answer 

7.4t 

6.et 

4.7t 

3.8% 

72.5% 



Which group of words tells how sonething sounds? 

CT^ ^ast shadows 
<^ Pale yellow moon 

Blinking flashlight 

Nearly leafless trees 

Wind whistled woefully 



4.3% 

0.5% 



I don't know. 
No response 



901 03 3/1 0S*X8O1012 1t020COC0 



H&TIOMAL AiD GlOaP PBRCEKT&GPS OP SUCCESS 



% OP CROflP 



XiiaiiiS ££2^ 



PEKCBIITAGS OP SflCCESS 
HO 50 60 



70.8 
68.9 
73.6 
76.0 



-1.7 
-3.8 
t.O 
3.5 



l££10$ 



Southeast 
Vest 
Central 
northeast 



67. S 
77. « 



-5.0« 



nale 
Penal e 



57. S 
75.2 



-HI.7* 
2.7« 



BlacK 
«hitt 



5<*.« -13.1* No Hi9h School 

611.6 -7.9 Sone Ili9h School 

76.0 3.5 Graduattd Hiqh Sch. 

77.7 5.2* Post High School 

59.0 -1II.5* Bvtrene Inner City 

66.2 '6.3 txtrewf* Raral 
72.(1 -0.1 Small City 
7«.2 1.6 ledittm City 
71.5 0.0 Rest Of Big City 

70.1 -2.11 sabarban Pringe 

67.3 1«.e* BxtrtNit ftff Suburb 
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Exercise 801 — Age 9 



Objective II: Analyze what is read. 

Subobjective* C: See techniques by which the author has created 

his effects. 



Almost three quarters of the 9-year-olds recognized that 
the words "v/ind whistled woefully" are the words that tell how 
something sounds. Not only does the phrase describe a sound, bu 
by means of alliterations, the phrase imitates a sound. 
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ExecciM 802 -- Age 9 



Read the poem and answer the question on the next P*9«- 



My body a rounded stone 

With a pattern of smooth seams # 

My h<iad • short snake # 

retractive, projective. 

My legs come out of their sleeves 

or shrink within, 

and so does my chin . 

My eyelids are quick clamps. 

My back is my roof. 

I an always at hone. 

I travel where my house walks. 

It is a smooth stone. 

It floats within the lake, 

or rests in the dust. 

My flesh lives tenderly 

inside its home.* 



Nat'l I 
Choosing 
Each Answer 

9.61 
18.91 

5.«% 

7.0« 
56.31 

2.3% 
0.4% 



Mho it Speaking in this poen? 



A house 
A person 
O A snake 
A stone 
9 A turtle 

I don't know. 
No response 



* To Mix With Time , May Swenson, reprinted by permission of 
Charles Scr loner's Sons. 



102 08 3/1 OS*X80201ll I!OOOtlOCO 



9 13 

mnoiu iHD Gioop PEiceiT^ces or success 



t rtf CSOOP 



WillSLf fiBQ!I£ 













-5.9» 




Southeast 


53.9 


-2.11 




vest 


69.5 


«.2 




Central 


58.2 


1.9 




loctheast 










S3.0 


-3.3- 




flale 


59.9 


3.5* 




Pemale 






COLOR 




,3«.5 


-21. 8» 




Slack 


60.0 


3.6* 




Hhite 










-12. 2» 


Ko 


ni^h school 


59.3 


1.9 


some 


Hi^h School 


56.3 


-0. 1 


Graduated Hi^h sch. 


61.8 


7.5» 


Post 


Hi9h school 














32.2 


-•>«. 1* 


Extreme 


i Inner City 


55.1 


-1. 1 


Extreme Varal 


61.8 


5. 5- 




small City 


53.9 


-2.» 




Kedium City 


55.1 


-1.0 


test 


Of Bl9 City 


57.8 


1.« 


Sabarban Pringe 


641.8 


8.5 


Sitrene ftff Suburb 



PEKCEITftGE OP SUCCESS 

HO SO 60 
♦ ♦ ♦ 
•••••t 
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Exercise 802 - 



- Age 9 



Overlap: Age 13 

Objective IV: Reason logically from what is read. 
Subobjective A: Draw appropriate inference from the material 

that is read and "read between the lines" where 

necessary. 



Correctly identifying the persona of "Rounded Stone" requires 
decoding the extended metaphor that the poem is based on. More 
than half of the 9-year-olds were able to do so, but almost a 
fifth of them suggested that the speaker was human, the most com- 
mon type of persona in poetry. 
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Exercise G04 — Age 9 



Read the story and complete the sentence which follows it. 

The wind whistled woefully as it wound its way through the 
nrarly leafless trees. The pair yellow moon cast eerie shadows 
as It slipped in and out from behind the clouds like a blinking 
flashlight. Strange figures could be seen dashing and darting 
through the streets. Ghosts, goblins— what could they be? what 
do they want? Whom have they come to haunt? Beware... 



Nafl % 

Choosing 
Each Answer 

5.31 

80.61 

2.71 

3.9% 

2.01 



The mood or feeling of this story is 



anuring. 

frightening. 
O gay. 

ridiculous. 
C> sad. 



5.21 
0.4% 



I don't know. 
No response 



1103 0"^ 3/1 02»X80«012 R0200OC0 



9 13 

RATTORU AiO GROOP '>ERCElf TAGES OP StfCCESS 



% Of 

SU''CESS 



73.1 
91.0 
8S.7 
91.0 



77. 
43. 



83. S 



7a. « 

79. 1 
42.0 
«B.? 



«1. 1 
711.5 
'»6.9 
83.1 
79.8 
811. 1 
911.2 



GROUP 



-7.«« 
O.U 
5. 1« 
0.« 



-2.8* 
2.8*' 



-17. 0» 

2.9^' 



-6.2 
-1.il 
1.8 
7.7* 



-19. 
-6.1 
-1.7* 

2.5 
-0.7 

3.5 
13. 6< 



liEIAfiiS 5£22f 

RATIORKl 



PERCENTAGE OP SUCCESS 
30 HO SO 60 



BEGIQ'' 



Southeast 
Nest 
C«»ntral 
Moctheast 



naie 

female 



Black 
Uhite 



No High School 
Some High School 
Graduated nigh sch. 
Post High School 

Sxtcene Inner Cit? 
extreme Sural 
Small City 
flediain City 
Rest Of Big City 
subarban fringe 
Extreme Aff Suburb 
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I 
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••••«•••••«•••••••••«•••••••••••••••«••••••••••••••••«••••«•«« 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••«• 



••••••••••«•••••••••••••••••«••••••••••••••••••••••• 
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•**•••••••••«««•«••«••«•««••«•••••*••••••••••••••••••«••««««« I 

•«••«••««••««««•«•«•••««««•«•«••••«••«••••••••••••*•••••••••««« I 

•••••••••••••«••••••••••»••••••*••••••••••••••••• 

•«•••••••••••«••«••••••••••••«««••••••••*••••• 

•••••••*•••••*•••«••««••••««•*•««««««««««««•«•««■«••• 

*•••**•••*••••••••••••••*•••««««•««•««««««««««««••«•••••••••«•« tf*********** 
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ERiC 



Exercise 804 — Age 9 



Overlap: Age 13 

Objective II: Analyze what is read. 

Subobjective C: See the techniques by which the author has 

created his effects. 



About four out of five 9-year-olds correc^y identified the 
mood of the passage as frightening. 
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Bxarcisc SOS Atga 9 



Read the story and conqplete the sentence on the next page. 



After two weeks of unusually high-speed travel we reached 
Xeno« a sraall planet whose population, though never before visit- 
ed by Earthnen, was listed as "friendly" m the Interstellar 
Caiatteer . 

On stepping lightly (after all, the gravity of Xeno is 
scarcely more than twice that of our own noon) fron our space- 
craft we saw that "friendly" was an understatement. We were 
imaediately surrounded by Frangibles of various colors* mostly 
pinkish or orange, who held out their "hands* to us. Imagine our 
surprise when their "hands" actually merged with ours as we tried 
to shake them! 

Then* before we could stop them (how could we have stopped 
them?), two particularly pink Frangibles simply stepped right in- 
to tt#o eminent scientists among our party, who immediately lit up 
with tha same pink glow. While occupied in this way, the scien- 
tists reported afterwards, they suddenly discovered they "knew" 
a great deal about Frangibles and life on Xeno. 

Apparently Frangibles could take themselves apart atomically 
and enter right into any other substance. They communicated by 
thought waves, occasionally merging "heads" for greater clarity. 
Two Frangibles who were in love with each other %rauld spend most 
of their time merged into one; they were a bluish-green color 
unless they were having a lover's quarrel, iriien they turned gray.* 



Nat'l % 

Choosing 
Each Answer 

13.7% 

8.3% 

21.3% 

as. 3% 

7.4% 

12.6% 
l.S% 



The author's MAIM purpose in this story is to 

create suspense and mystery. 

sail people on space travel. 

arouse concern for Frangibles. 

create an imaginary space story. 

tell his personal feelings about events. 

I don't know. 
No response 



Space Trip , Martha S. Clapp, 
S. Clapp. 



reprinted by permission of Martha 
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Exercise 805 — Age 9 
Overlap: Age 13 

Objective II: Analyze what is read. 

Subobjective B: Perceive the structure and organization of the 

work. 



Few 9-year-olds suggested that the main purpose of this 
passage from Martha Clapp's Space Trip is to create an imaginary 
space story. The two other cnoices most popular for 9-year-olds 
"arouse concern for Prangibles" and "create suspense and mystery 
also appear to be at least facets of the author's purpose. 
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Bx«rcise 801 — Aq9 9 



Read the story and answer the question which follows it. 

The wind whistled woefully as xt wound its way through the 
nearly leafless trees. The pale yellow «oon cast eerie shadows 
as it slipped m and out fron behind the clouds like a blinking 
flashlight, strange figures could be seen dashing and darting 
through the streets. Ghosts, goblins — what could they be? What 
do they want? When have they cone to haunt? Beware.... 



Nat'l t 

Choosing 
Each Answer 

12.0% 

49. 5t 

10.lt 

5.3% 

14.0% 



Why did the writer use the questions at the 
end of the paragraph? 



To aausc you 

To help add Kystery 

He wants you to answer then. 

He wants you to find out who asked thesi. 

To tell you they were asked by the ghosts 



8.5% 
0.6% 



Z don't know. 
Mo response 
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Of Bi4 City 


55.3 


5.0 
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Exercise 808 — Age 9 

Objective II: Analyze what is read. 

Subobjective C: See the techniques by which the author has 

created his effects. 



About half of the nation's 9-year-olds realized the questions 
at the end of the passage were intended to help add a sense of 
mystery to the story. 



Ex«rclte 810 — Age 9 

you will be asked to figure out the meaning of a word from the 
way it IS used in this poem. Read the poem carefully and answer 
the question on the next page« 

AUTO WRECK* 

1 Its quick soft silver bell beating, beating 

2 And do%m the dark one ruby flare 

3 Pulsing out red light like an artery, 

4 The ambulance at top speed floating down 

5 Past beacons and illuminated clocks 

6 ttings in a heavy curve, dips down, 

7 And brakes speed ent ing the crowd* 

8 The doors leap open, enptying light; 

9 Stretchers are laid out, the mangled lifted 

10 And stowed into the little hospital 

11 Then the bell, breaking the hush, tolls once, 

12 And the ambulance with its terrible cargo 

13 Rockin9, slightly rocking, moves away, 

14 As the doors, an afterthought, are closed* 



Nat'l % 
Choosing 
Each Answer 

12.3% 

28*5% 

14*8% 

17.7% 

22*9% 
3.9% 



What does the word "Wings" in Line 6 mean 
in the context of this poem? 



O Flies 
Turns 

CD Parts of a building 
CD The forelimbs of a bird 



CD I don't know. 
No response 



* Poems 1940-1953 , Karl Shapiro, reprinted by permission of 
Random House, Inc. 
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Exercise 810 — Age 9 

Overlap: Ages 13 and 17 

Objective I: Comprehend what is read. 

Subobjective B: Read phrases, clauses and sentences. 



Only 28% (slightly more than a chance selection) of 9-year- 
olds were able to correctly identify the meaning of the word 
wings in the context of the po<2m. Eighteen percent indicated 
that wings referred to the forolimbs of a bird, and another 15% 
of t^e 9-year-olds suggested that wings referred to parts of a 
building — both conmion definitions of the word that do not at all 
apply to the poem. Twelve percent suggested that wings is equi- 
valent to flies, a more common metaphor to describe speedy turns. 
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Exarcxstt 012 — kgm 9 

lte«d the pOMi and Answer the question on the next pa^e. 

As the est cliabed o^^r 

The button box 

He «#ent one foot st s time 

The right forepew 
cane 

do«m 

first 



Net'l % 
Choosing 
Eech Answer 

63.2% 

5.5% 

11.7% 

11.5% 



8.0% 
1.0% 



Why did the writer place some of the vordn 
on the paper the way he did? 



To help you see movement 

To save space on the paper 

To make the poem hard to read 

<3 To make you know that cats make good 
pets 

I don't know. 
No response 



A hind foot ceugiit 
In the button box 

Buttons 

sc^t^^d in ell directions. 



The collected Earlier Poy of Williaa Cerlos WillisM , William 
Carlos Williams, reprinted uy permission o' lew Directions 
Publiehing Corporetion. 



tlOS .?« 3/1 01*X612010 i02040CO 



MTIOMftt ftMO GtODP PEICENTIGES OP S8CCESS 



t OP 
63.2 



53. « 
60.4 
61.6 
69.7 



57.0 
67.6 



40.6 
66.2 



S3. 9 
M.S 
64.0 
75.6 



(e«OlfP 



-1.8 
1.4 
7.4* 



-5.2* 
5.4» 



-21. 4» 
4.0* 



-8.4» 
-17. 7» 
1.6 
13. 4» 



PElCEMTftGE OP SUCCESS 



uimu 9.mf 

HftTIOIIftt 

Sotttheast 
vest 
central 
Northeast 



20 



60 



HI 



Rale 
Female 



Black 
Mliite 



Vo High Sckool 
some Sigh School 
Gradeeted High Sch. 
Poet iigb School 



39.1 


-23. 1» 


Extreme Inner citf 


47.1 


-15. 1» 


Extreme inral 


61.0 


-1.2 


small Citf 


62.5 


0.3 


iedlem Citf 


62.8 


0.5 


Beet of Big City 


70.1 


8.0* 


Sttbarben Pringe 


80.3 


18.0* 


Bxtreiie Aff Sttbvrb 
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Exercise 812 — Age 9 

Objective II: Analyze what is read, 

Subobjective* C: See the techniques by which the author has 

created his effects. 



After reading this short adaptation of William Carlos 
Williams' "As the Cat/' 62% of the 9-year-olds indicated that the 
unusual graphic arrangement of the poem was designed to help the 
reader visualize the movement of the cat. Twelve percent sug- 
gested that the purpose was to make the poem hard to read, a 
response that probably does identify a facet of the poet's inten- 
tion. 
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Sxercise 814 Age 9 



HORBKPOWI 

HUE lEIlE 



hiatal !^ 

m 



Choosing 
Each Answer 

23.3% 

2.2« 
64. 3« 

6.2« 



Where would you probably see thia aign? 

On a highway 

On a gymnasiuiB floor 

At a racetrack for horses 

In a grocery store 



3.8% 
0.21 



I don't know. 
No response 
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Exercise 814 — Age 9 

Overlap: Ages 13, 17 and Adult 

Objective IV: Reason logically from what is read. 
Subobjective A: Draw appropriate inferences from the material 

that is read and "read between the lines" where 

necessary. 



More 9-year-olds suggested that the sign belongs at a race^ 
track than on a highway, probably because they did not understand 
the slogan or, more precisely, the word horsepower . Moreover, 
group effects are frequently the opposite of what they usually 
are: children in the Southeast and boys performed significantly 
higher than the nation as a whole, while children in the North- 
east, girls and children from affluent suburbs performed signi- 
ficantly lower than the nation as a whole. The reversal of the 
boy-girl pattern probably reflects an interest in cars that is 
encouraged in boys. Other reversals might reflect similar inte- 
rests encouraged in certain regional and socio-economic groups. 
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Exercise 816 — Age 9 



Read the story about a fish and answer the question which follows 
it. 



Once there was a fish naned Big Eyes who was tired of swira* 
ming. He wanted to 9«t out of the water and walk like other 
anijuls do, so one day without telling anyone he just junped out 
of the water, put on his shoes, and took a long walk around t^he 
park. 



Nat*l % What do you think the person who wrote this 

Choosing story was trying to do? 
Each Answer 

4.4t O Tell you what fish are like 

5.3% O Tell you that fish wear shoes 
75.3% Tell you a funny story about a fish 

12.0% O Tell you that fish don't like to swun 

3.0% I don't know. 

0.0% No response 
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Exercise 816 — Age 9 



Objective II: Analyze what is read. 

Subobjective C: See the techniques by which the author has 

created his effects. 



Three quarters of the 9-year-olds realized that the purpose 
of the passage was simply to tell a funny story about a fish. 
The only other popular response, which attracted 12% of the 9- 
year-olds, was that the author tried to tell his audience that 
fish don't like to swim, a response that has a certain amount of 
truth within the context of the story. 



ERIC 
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txmtci— 119 — Aqm 9 



ERIC 



If you listen carefully to what a parson says, you can usually 
tell a lot about hin. Sometimes you can tell how he feels. 

Read the passafe and cooplete the sentence which follows it. 



"I'll be 9lad when this TV show is over. I like stories 
about spies, not this one about cowboys and Indians. I 9^^ to 
pick the next show." 



Nat'l t 
Choosing 
Each Answer 

75. 2t 

3.4t 

S.6t 
11. 9« 



The person who said this 

likes spy stories. 
O doesn't like TV at all. 

doesn't care what TV show is on. 

likes stories about cowboys and Indians. 



3. St 
O.St 



I don't know. 
Mo response 
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Exercise 819 — Age 9 



Overlap: Age 13 

Objective I: Comprehend what is read. 

Subobjective C: Read paragraphs ^ passages and longer works. 



After reading the short statement, three quarters of the 
9-year-olds realized that the speaker likes spy stories. The 
only other response that was at all popular was that the speaker 
likes stories about cowboys and Indians , a response that attract 
ed 12% of the 9-year-olds. 
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Exercise 820 — Age 9 



Read the story about • fish and answer the question which follows 
it. 



Once there was a fish named Big Eyes who was tired of swim- 
ming. He wanted to get out of the water and walk like other 
animals do. So one day without telling anyone, he just jumped 
out of the water, put on his shoes, and took a long walk around 
the park. 



Nat'l % 
Choosing 
Each Answer 

3.0% 

1.9% 

84.0% 

6.6% 

4.1% 
0.3% 



What did the person who wrote this story want 
you to do when you read it? 

O Cry 
CZ> Yell 
Laugh 

Become angry 

I don't know 
No response 
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Exercise 820 — Age 9 

Objective 11-: Analyze what is read. 

Subobjective C: See the techniques by which the author has 

created his effects. 



About 84% of the 9-year-olds realized that laughing was the 
response to the story that the author would have best appreciated. 
Few selected any of the other suggested answers. 
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ExcrciM t21 — A9« 9 



Read th* sentence and answer the queation which followa it. 



The wind %#hiatled and wailed aa it wound through the nearly 
leafleaa treea. 



Nat' I % 

Chooaing 
Each Answer 

13.3% 

2.3% 

9.1% 
70.2% 



Which pair of mrda BEST au99c*ts the sound 
of the wind blowing? 



O The - wind 
Hound - way 
O Nearly - Xeafleaa 
« WhiatXed - wailed 



4.7% 
0.4% 



^> I don't know. 
Mo response 



909 13 VI C«*X821012 10200000 



iATIONftt ftXD GIOVP PEICglTAGES OP SUCCESS 



t OP 

70.2 



«3.3 

72.0 
72. § 



66.1 
7«.3 



M.J 
73. S 



59. « 
61. fl 
7J. 1 
7T.6 



GiOOP 



-6.9« 

-0.7 
2.6 
2.6 



-20.9* 
3.3* 



-10.6* 
-0.« 
2.9 
7.«* 



•6.9 


-23. 3* 


iS.9 


•9. 3 


71.1 


0.9 


66.1 


-9. 1 


79.0 


9.6 


76.7 




77.0 


7. 6* 



PERCEETAfiE OP SOCCgSS 

imtJig gifiM 

0 10 20 30 «0 SO 60 70 

I 

UfiISS I 
Soatheaat •••••*•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• J 

•est ♦ f 

Central |« 

Kortkeast ••••*••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ••••••••••••••••••••f« 

m I 

Male I 

Pemle f« 

I 

Slack I 

Vkite •« |«, 

I 

PAlEETtL BDOCITlOg { 

90 Rlfk School • • I 

Som Rigk Sckool * • •••• ■ 

cradsated Rigk Sck. 

Post Higk Sckool f«, 

Hig-ilP-TItl ! 
OP CQWHOUTT J 

Ritreae Inner Citv ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• | 

Kitcene Racil ■ 

SmU Citv • a f« 

HediMi City •••• •••••• I 

Rest Of Rio dtr ••••••••••••••••••••••••a*««***««******************«««««f«i 

Sttfesrban fringe •*••*••••*••••••••«••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

litreiie Iff Sebsrb *«. 



Exercise 821 — Age 9 

Objective II: Analyze what is read. 

Subobjective C: See the techniques by which the author has 

created his effects. 



Seventy percent of the 9-y€iar-olds recognized that the pair 
of words whistled-wailed suggested the sound of blowing wind more 
than the other word pairs did. Both the sound and the meaning of 
the word pair suggested the blov/ing wind. 



CHAPTER 4 
RESULTS FOR AGE 13 



The 13-year-olds participating in the 1970-71 Reading assess- 
ment were born during the calendar year 1957. About three 
fourths of them were enrolled in the eighth grade at the time of 
the assessment/ and most of the remainder were enrolled in the 
seventh grade. 

First, we describe each group's overaj.l behavior on the 
theme exercises; then we indicate those exercises on which spe- 
cific group behaviors differ atypically from the group's median 
level; finally, we present the individual released exercises 
along with their results. 

Thirty specific behaviors on critical reading exercises are 
summarized at age 13. Fifteen of these represent released exer- 
cises and are described in detail. The other 15 behaviors 
represent unreleased exercises to be used in future assessments. 
Exhibit 4-1 shows the distribution of the 30 behaviors for each 
group relative to the national level indicated by the 0 line. A 
group's median level is indicated by an arrow {^) . A typical 
behavior for the group is shown by a box with an X ( (xj ) , and an 
atypical behavior is indicated by an open box ( □ ) . 

When a group's overall behavior has been described as tending 
to be above or below or as characteristically above or below the 
national level, a specific behavior for that group can be: (1) 
atypically farther from the national level than is the group's 
median level or (2) atypically closer to i the national level. 

When a group's overall behavior has been described as being 
about the same as the national level, a specific behavior for 
that group can be atypically high or low relative to the group's 
median level. 



lAn atypical effect (or behavior) described as being closer to 
the nationdl level may be: (1) less extreme in the same direc 
tion as a group's tendency or characteristic^ or (2) it may 
occur ill the opposite direction from the national level as the 
group's median level. . 
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Region 



Southeastern 13-year*olds, with a median effect of -4.4, are 
the only regional group to record a characteristic direction. 
The group attained results atypically farther from the national 
level on Exercise R838, which involves describing the speaker 
in a poem by May Swenson, and on unreleased Exercise U822, which 
requires identifying the tone of one of the characters in a 
comic strip. Nonetheless, the group attained a percentage 
atypically closer to the national level on Exercise U81701, an 
unreleased exercise that demands knowing the meaning of the 
phrase "want of thought" in the context of a poem. 

The West consistently performed at about the national level. 

Children in the Central region, with a median effect of 2.1, 
tended to perform above the national level, and the group attained 
a percentage atypically farther from the national level on Exer* 
cise U822 (comic strip) . 

The Nortfieast, with a median effect of 3,0, consistently 
tended to perform above the national level. The group recorded 
no atypical results. 



Sex 

Boys characteristically performed below, and girls charac- 
teristically above, the national level; about 4.4 points separate 
their median effects. 

Both groups attained results atypically farther from the 
national level on Exercise R838 (describe speaker of poem) and 
on unreleased Exercise U825, which asks the attitude of the 
speaker in a complex poem. Girls attained results atypically 
farther from the national level on Exercise R835, which requires 
recognizing the tone of three passages about skiing. 

Both groups attained results atypically closer to the 
national level on Exercise R814, which involves understanding a 
slogan about horsepower. Boys attained results atypically 
closer to the national level on Exercise U818, which involves 
perceiving the satirical tone in a political statement. 



Color 

Blacks, with a median effect of -16.0, and Whites, with a 
median effect of 2.9, both recorded characteristic directions. 
However, both groups attained atypical results on several exercises. 
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Both Blaeks and Whites attained percentages atypically 
farther from the national level on Exercises R805, which requires 
understanding the main purpose of a science fiction story, and 
R810, which requires knowing the metaphoric meaning of the word 
wings in a poem by Karl Shapiro. Blacks alone attained results 
atypically farther from the national level on Exercise R814 
(horsepower slogan) , and Whites alone attained results atypically 
farther from the national level on Exercise U834, which requires 
analyzing an extended metaphor that equates a toaster with a 
dragon. 

Both groups attained percentages atypically closer to the 
national level on Exercise R832, which requires understanding the 
metaphoric use of "deaf heaven" in a Shakespearean sonnet, and 
three unreleased exercises: U81701 ("want of thought" in context 
of poem), U818 (satirical tone in a political statement) and 
U828, which requires perceiving the attitude expressed in a 
child's statement about his toys. Blacks alone attained percent- 
ages atypically closer to the national level on Exercises R802, 
which involves identifying the persona of a poem, and U837, which 
requires perceiving the attitudes in an adult's statement about 
criminal behavior. 



Parental Education ^ 

The no high school group, with a median effect of -13.5, 
characteristically performed below the national level. The group 
attained a percentage atypically farther from the national level 
on Ex;ercise R805 (purpose of science fiction story) , and a per- 
centage atypically closer to the national level on Exercise U817 
("want of thought" in the context of a poem). 

The some high school group, with a median effect of -3.8, 
tended to behave below the national level. The group attained 
a percentage atypically farther from the national level on 
Exercise R814 (horsepower slogan) . 

The graduated from high school group behaved at about the 
national level, but recorded several atypical results. The group 
attained atypically high percentages of success on Exercises 
R831, which requires perceiving the invalidity in a syllogism, 
ai I R835, which asks which of three passages about skiing are 
written from a personal point of view. The group attained an 



2see the General Information Yearbook , Chapter 3 (Report 02-GIY) 
for definitions of the parental education groups. 



atypically low percentage on Exercise R827, which asks the atti- 
tude of the speaker in the poem "Mere I Speak." 

The post high school group, with a median effect of 7.3, 
characteristically performed above the national level; they 
recorded many atypical results. The group attained percentages 
atypically farther from the national level on Exercises R805 
(purpose of science fiction story) , R827 (attitude in "More I 
Speak"), R814 (horsepower slogan), R838 (describe persona of 
"Rounded Stone"), U806 (meaning of metaphor in scientific 
passage), U823 (fact vs. opinion in scientific article) and U833 
(purpose of public service ad) . But the group attained percent- 
ages atypically closer to the national level on Exercises R802 
(persona of "Rounded Stone"), R824 (purpose of another public 
service ad) , U831 (syllogistic inferences in quotation) , U81701 
("want of thought" in context of poem), U828 (attitude in quota- 
tion by child about toys) and U837 (attitude in quotation about 
criminal behavior) . 



Size and Type of Community ^ 

Both the extreme inner city and the extreme rural groups, 
with median effects of -9.6 and -4.1, respectively, tended to 
be below the national level on the exercises in Theme 8. Both 
groups attained percentages atypically farther from the national 
level on Exercise U83 3 (purpose of public service ad) , but only 
the rural group obtained similar results on Exercises R838 
(describe persona of "Rounded Stone") and U81702 (poet's attitude 
toward subject of poem) . The inner city group attained a per- 
centage of success atypically closer to the national level on 
Exercise U81701 ("want of thought" in context of poem) . 

The small city, medi'om city and rest of big city groups all 
performed at about the national level. The medium city group 
attained atypically high percentages on Exercises U806, which 
asks for the meaning of a metaphor from a scientific passage, 
and U829, which asks for the way a reader is expected to react 
to a mock-scientific article. The rest of big city group recorded 
an atypically low percentage of success on Exercise R814, which 
asks for the most probable location of a sign with a slogan 
about horsepower. 

The suburban fringe group, with a median effect of 2.2, 
tended to perform above the national level. The group recorded 
no atypical results. 



^See the General Information Yearbook , Chapter 3 (Report 02-GIY) 
for definitions of the size and type of community groups. 
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The extreme affluent suburb group, with a median effect of 
5.8, characteristically performed above the national level, but 
again recordefd no atypical exercises. 



The data for each released exercise representing critical 
reading are presented in the following manner. The upper part 
of the left page shows the exercise number and age level. Then 
the exercise is shown exactly as it appeared to the respondent 
except that the correct choice is already marked. The percentage 
of 13-year-olds choosing each answer is also shown, 

The exhibit, on the lowey part of the page shows the national 
percentage of success and the percentage of success for each 
group both tabularly (leftmost column of figures) and graphically 
(horizontal bars) , The second column of figures on the left 
side of the exhibit shows the effects for all groups with asterisks 
(*) indicating those that are reliably different from the national 
percentage of success- In addition to the percentages, the 
effects can also be seen graphically. Note the vertical dashed 
line descending from the end of the national percentage bar. 
This allows a visual comparison of each group percentage of 
success with the national percentage of success. 

The right page again gives the exercise number and age 
level. It also gives the objective and major subobjective for 
which the exercise was written and a brief description of the 
exercise with unusual or interesting responses pointed out when 
appropriate. 
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Exercise 802 — Age 13 



Read the poem and answer the question on the next page. 



My body a rounded ^tone 

with a pattern of smooth seams* 

My head a short snake « 

retractive r protective. 

My legs come out of their sleeves 

or shrink within« 

and so does my chin. 

My eyelids are quick clanpa. 



Nat'l t 
Choosing 
Each Answer 

3.7% 

9.3% 

1.4% 

1.7% 

83.3% 

0.5% 
0.1% 



Who IS speaking m f.is posn? 

C3 A house 
C3 A person 
CZ> A snake 
CZ> A stone 
A turtle 

CZ> I don't krow. 
No response 



My back is my roof. 

I am a^arays at hone. 

I travel where my house walks. 

It IS a smooth stone. 

It floats within the lake« 

or rests in the dust. 

My flesh lives tenderly 

inside its ho«e.* 



To Mix With Time , Hay Swenson, reprinted by permission of 
Charles Scribner'e Sens. 
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ERIC 



Exercise 802 — Age 13 



Overlap: Age 9 

Objective IV: Reason logically from what is read. 
Subobjective A: Draw appropriate inferences from the material 

that is read and "read between the lines" where 

necessary. 



A large proportion of the 13~year-olds correctly identified 
a turtle as the speaker of May Swenson's "Rounded Stone." Very 
few 13-year-olds identified the speaker as one of the objects or 
animals used metaphorically within the poem itself, but almost a 
tenth of them identified the speaker as a person. 
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Exercise 804 — Age 13 



Read the story and complete the sentence which follows it. 

The wir.d whistled woefully as it wound its way through the 
nearly leafle&s trees. The P«le yellow moon cast eerie shadows 
as It slipped in and out from behind *-he clouds like a blinking 
flashlight. Strange figures could be jeen dashing and darting 
through the streets. Ghosts, goblins— what could they be? What 
do they want? Whom have they come to haunt? Beware... 



Nafl % 

Choosing 
Each Answer 

5.9% 

84.4% 

1.9% 

4.8% 

1.1% 



The mood or feeling of this story is 

amusing, 
frightening. 

O g«y. 

C3 ridiculous. 

C:^ sad. 



1.7% 
0.2% 



I don't know. 
No response 
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Exercise 804 — Age 13 
Overlap: Age 9 

Objective II: Analyze what is read. 

Subobjective C: See the techniques by which the author has 

created his effects. 

After reading the story^ about 85% of the 13-year-olds cor- 
rectly identified the mood of the passage as frightening. 



49 



Exercise 805 — Age 13 



Read the story and complete the sentence on the next page. 

After two weeks of unusually high-speed travel we reached 
Xeno, a small planet whose population, though never before visit- 
ed by Earthmen, was listed as "friendly" in the Interste llar 
Gazetteer . 

On stepping lightly (after all, the gravity of X^no is 
scarcely more than twice that of our own moon) from ojr space- 
craft we saw that "friendly" was an understatement. We were 
immediately surrounded by Frangibles of various colors, mostly 
pinkish or orange, who held out their "hands" to us. Imagine 
our surprise when their "hands" actually merged with ours as we 
tried to shake them! 

Then, before we could stop them (how could we have stopped 
them?) , two particularly pink Frasgibles simply stepped right in- 
to two eminent scientists among our party, who immediately lit 
up with the same pink glow, while occupied m this way, the 
scientistj reported afterwards, they suddenly discovered they 
"knew" a great deal about Frangibles and life on Xeno. 

Apparently Frangibles could take themselves apart atomically 
and enter right into any other substance. They coranunicated by 
thought waves, occasionally merging "heads" for greater clarity. 
Two Frangibles who were m love with each other would spend most 
of their time merged into one; they were a bluish-green color 
unless they were having a lover's quarrel, when they turned gray.* 



Nat'l % 

Choosing The author's MAIN purpose m this story is to 
Each Answer 



7.51 
3.91 
12.5% 
67.1% 
6.3% 

2.5% 
0.3% 



CD create suspense and mystery. 

sell people on space travel. 

arouse concern for Frangibles. 

create an imaginary space story. 
<^ tell his personal feelings about events. 

I don't know. 
No response 



Space Trip, Martha S. Clapp, reprinted by permission of Martha 
S. Clapp. 
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Exercise 805 — Age 13 



Overlap: Age 9 

Objective II: Analyze what is read. 

Subobjective C: See the techniques by which the author hac 

created his effects. 



After reading the story, 67% of the 13-year-olds correctly 
indicated that the main purpose of the story is to create an 
imaginary space story. Thirteen percent of the 13-year-olds sug 
gested that the author's main purpose was to arouse concern for 
Frangibles; 8% to create suspense and mystery; 6% to tell his 
personal feelings about events; and 4% to sell people on space 
travel. Each of the suggested answers does refer to some facet 
of the author's intention. 
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Bxerciae 610 



^ge 13 



you will ba aakttd to figure out tha ntaning of a %rord from the 
%ay It ia uaed in thia poem. Read the poem carefully and answrr 
the queation on the next page. 

AUTO WRECK* 

1 Ita quick aoft ailver bell beating, beating 

2 And down the dark one ruby flare 

3 Pulaing out red light like an artery, 

4 The ambulance at top apeed floating doim 

5 Paat beacon* ^nd illuminated clocks 

6 Hinge in a heavy curve, dipa do%ai. 

7 And brakea apeed entering the crowd. 

8 alia doora leap open, emptying lighti 

9 Stretchara are laid out, the mangled lifted 

10 And atowed into the little hoapital. 

11 Then the bell, breaking the huah, toll a once, 

12 And the ambulance with ita terrible cargo 

13 Rocking, alightly rocking, movea away, 

14 Aa the doora, an afterthought, are closed. 



Nat'l t 
Choosing 
E«ch Answer 

6.8% 

59.8% 

11.3% 

10.7% 

aO.8% 
0.6% 



What doea the word "Hinge" in Line 6 

in the context of thia poem? 



O riiaa 

0^ Turna 

O Parte of a building 

O The forelimba of a bird 



I don't know. 
No reaponaa 



RinSI 



1940"1>53 , Karl Shapiro, reprinted by pcrmisaton of 
Houaa, Inc. 
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Exercise 810 - 



- Age 13 



Overlap: Ages 9 and 17 

Objective I: Comprehend what is read. 

Subobjective B: Read phrases, clauses and sentences. 



Three out of five 13-year-olds were able to correctly iden- 
tify the meaning of the word wings in the context of the poem. 
Eleven percent of the 13-year-oias suggested that wings referred 
to parts of a building, and another 11% indicated that wings 
referred to the forelimbs of a bird — both common definitions of 
the word that do not at all apply to the poem. Seven percent 
suggested that wings is equivalent to flies , a more common metaphor 
to describe speedy turns. 
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ExerclM 814 — Age 13 



HORSKPOWER 



0 

HUE SENIE 



> Is"; 

fatal! 



Nat'l t 

choosing 
Each Answer 

44.6% 

2.5% 
47.2% 

1.3% 



Where would you probably see thia sign? 

On a highway 

On a gymnasium floor 

At a racetrack for horses 

In a grocery store 



4.2% 
3.2% 



r don't know. 
No response 



T01 02 1/1 01*X81«01«» ROOOttOCO 



9 13 17 A 

RATIOKAL AKu GROOP PEftCrKTAGES OP SUCCESS 



t OF 

socefss 



GROUP 



PESCSilTAGE OP SUCCESS 
40 SO 60 







tt3.5 


-1. 1 


HO.? 


'4. 4 




3.9 




1.0 


50.1 


5.5* 




-5.8* 


22.0 


-22. $• 


«I9.S 


3.9* 


10.4 


-14. 2« 


31.3 


-13. 3* 


44. J 


-0.3 




11.2* 


11.4 


-11.2 


4). 5 


-1. 1 


41 4 


-1.2 


4T,7 


3. 1 


26.5 


-18. 1* 


49.4 


4.8 


54.1 


9.7* 



Southeast 
nest 
Central 
northeast 



Pale 

Pemale 



8lack 
White 



PiBeiiTAL egqcmof 

Wo Mlqh School 
some High school 
Graduated High sch. 
vost nigh school 

Extreme Inner CLtv 
Extreme Saral 
Small cltr 
ladluffl City 
Rest Of Big citt 
Suburban Pringe 
Extreme Aff sutucb 



««•«««•••«••••««•« 



••««•••••••«•«•«««•««•«««««««««««««« 

••«•«•«•««*«•«««««««««««««••••«•« 

««««*«««««*«««««««««««•«««««««««•««« 
««•««««««••««««««••««««««««««««««««« 



«•«««««•«•«««««««««««««««««««««« 



««««««««««««««««««« 



•••••••*•*«•••••••««««««« 

««*««««««••»««««««««««««««« 
«•««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««•••• 



•«««•«•«•«««««•*«««««««««««««««««««« 
«•«««*«•««>*•«*«««««««««««««««««««««« 
«««««« 

««« «*««««««««««*«««««« I 
««««««««««««««««««««««««««« 

• f 
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Exercise 814 — Age 13 



Overlap: Ages 9, 17 and Adult 

Objective IV: Reason logically from what is jead. 
Subobjective A: Draw appropriate inferences ^ JO"*. ."^^^^"^^^^ 

that is read and "read between the lines where 

necessary. 



Thirteen-year-olds were evenly divided becween suggesting 
that the sign belongs on a highway and at a racetrack. As with 
9-year-olds: the problem for 13-year-olds seems to be recognizing 
the meaning'of the word horsepower . But quite unlike the unusual 
results for 9-year-olds, group ettects for 13-year-oldo seem to 
follow their normal pattern. 
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ExsrciM 819 Ags 13 



If you listen carefully to what a peraon saya, you can uaually 
tell a lot about hin. Sonetiinea you can tell how he feela. 

Read the passage and coeiplete the sentence which follows it. 

"I'll be glad when this TV ahow ia over. I like atoriea 
about apiea, not thia one about cot^ya and Indiana. I get to 
pick the next show." 



Nat'l % 
Chooaing 
Each Anawer 

•9.8* 

0.7% 

4.0% 

4.7% 



The person who said thia 

0^ likea apy atoriea. 

O doean't like TV at all. 

doean't care what TV show ia on. 

likea atoriea about cowboya and Indiana. 



0.5% 
0.4% 



I don't know. 
No reaponae 



T02 OH 3/1 01«I819011 I100'>OCO 



9 13 

NftTIONAL ftND PBICBiTftCES OF StPCCBSS 



f OF Gioat 



8«i. 1 

91.2 
99.8 



87.0 
92. <J 



-«.7» 
3. 1« 
1.«l 

-0.0 



-2.8» 
3.0* 



mmhi 



southeast 
West 
central 
ffottheast 



Rale 
Fenale 



PCICSNTftCZ or SUCCESS 
«0 50 60 



79.9 
91.8 



91.8 
•0.7 
99. « 
9a. 



-10.0* 
2.0* 



-8.0« 
0.8 

-o.a 

1I.8* 



COlQg 



Black 
Vhlte 



No Nigh School 
Sonw' Nigh School 
Cradaatea Hl^h Sch, 
*08t Nigh School 



82.9 


-6.9 


Bxtcene Inner City 


87.3 


-2.5 


Sttreme lural 


88. 1 


-1-7 


SMall City 


90.5 


0.7 


9edloai Citr 


90.0 


0. 1 


Iteat Of ii9 City 


91.9 


2. 1 


Sabirban Fringe 


95.6 


5.«* 


tttrene Aff Sabarb 



I 
f 

•••t 
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Exercise 819 — Age 13 
Overlap: Age 9 

Objective I: Comprehend what is read. 

Subobjective C: Read paragraphs, passages and longer works. 



Almost nine tenths of the 13-year-olds recognized that the 
speaker likes spy stories. Since the speaker explicitly states 
that he does like stories about spies, the readers were not re- 
quired to draw inferences. 



57 



Exercise 824 — Age 13 Nat* I t 

Choosing 

Here is an ad from a national magazine. Read it and complete Each Answer 
the sentences on the opposite page. 0,71 

2.9t 
93.6% 
0.9% 



0.7% 
l.2« 




A FORESTS FUTURE IS IN YOUR HANDS 

Emy ttte, enty fhmb, »ni all tm wildlife 
depend on you to bdp prevent forest firet. 
So pieue follow Smolccy'i ABC* Always hold 
nMcdies nil cold. Be tun to drown ill campfires* 
stir the ashes, and dtown chemagun 
Cmsh all deid out 

FIcMe! Oaiy cm pccvcM foMt ftm 



The purpose of this advertisement is to get 
you to 

enjoy camping, 
enjoy the v. idlife. 
protect the forests, 
plant trees properly. 

I don't know. 
No response 



(Reprinted by pemisaion of The Advertising Council) 



T01 fc/l 03«XB2«lOHl ROOO*OCO 



1} 17 k 

NATIONA!. AND GfiOOP PZSCEHTAGES OP SUCCESS 



% Of aaoop 
snccESS pFFgci 

91.6 



91. S 
92.9 
94.9 
95.2 



-2.1 
-0.8 
1.2 
1.6 



aiUBjtS 

NATIONAL 

limn 

Southeast 

Central 
lorthesst 



90.7 






-2.9« 


Hale 


96.7 


3.1* 


Pena le 










-15. 2« 


Black 


96.2 


2.6» 


Vhite 








96.11 


-7.2 


No High school 


92.2 


- 1.« 


Some High School 


95.5 


1.9« 


Graduated High ScH. 


96.8 


3.2* 


Post High School 














91.6 


-2.0 


Extreme Inner City 


92. "» 


-0.7 


Extr#ne aoral 


9a. 5 


0.9 


Small Citr 


92. 1 


-1.1 


Medium City 


911.9 


-8.7 


^est Of Big City 


95.9 


2.3 


Suburban Fringe 


96.0 


3.2- 


Eitreme Kff Suburb 



10 



PERCENTAGE OP SOCCESS 
HO 50 60 



90 100 
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Exercise 824 — Age 13 
Overlap: Ages 17 and Adult 

Objective IV: Reason logically from what is read. 
Subobjective A: Draw appropriate inferences from the material 

that is read and "read between the lines" where 

necessary. 



Almost all the 13-year-olds recognized that the advertise- 
ment encouraged readers to protect the forests. Clearly the pur 
pose must be inferred, for it is not directly stated in the text 
itself. 
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Exercise 827 Age 13 



Read the poem and answer the question which follows it* 



The mori> I speak, more useless seems the effect* 

My prayers can neither touch nor soften you. 

You take the bit in ycur teeth like a horse untamed. 

Fighting against the r*.ir to have your way. 

And yet how frail, for oil your vehemence. 

That science seems on whi 'h you dc rely. 

Sinply self-will falls sti -^ngthle*^ to the ground 

When isolated from a nind thuL't* sound. 

Consider, if my warning you ignore. 
How the successive and stupendous wave 
o( mounting agony breaks on your head. 

Do thou beware, look round, take cognizance, ^ 
Nor think self-will stronger than coavon sense. 



Nat'l t 
Choosing 
Each Answer 

30. 2t 

13.6% 

13.6% 

9.6% 

22.4% 



Which itford BEST describes the attitude of 
the speaker? 



Exasperat ion 
CZ> Fear 

Indifference 

Loyalty 

Self-interest 



10.0% 
0.7% 



I don't know. 
Mc response 



xqht Great Tragedies , 
rmxssion o^ the %ew A 



E ^ 
perml 



S. Barnet et al., editors, reprinted by 
Iter lean Library. 



■^O* 1/1 ai»X827012 ^020flOCO 



n 17 » 

XlTtOXAl AND GPOOP PSfiCES'^AGKS <*T StfCCZSS 





Gaoof» 

mm 




SfiQUf 


30.? 








2*V. i 
29. S 
11.1 


3 

-O.S 
0*0 




Southeast 

«<iSt 

CentcU 
Northeast 


29. q 


-0. 3 
0.3 




Rale 
feiDaI« 


12.1 


2.6* 


£0^25 


Slaek 
tfhite 


?ni 

2S.1 
• 1.1 


-13.3* 
-6.3* 
-5. !• 
10.7* 


no niqh School 
Some flitili School 
Grad'i«*ei *ti9h sch. 
Post Nigh School 


2'.< 
2».7 
«.7 
2*».7 
32. <» 
12.% 
)1.3 


-6.0* 
0.* 

-0.^ 
2.7 
3.6 
).S 


Vxtrene Inncif Cltr 
txtCeM# •«cal 
SimU Citf 
Citv 

nest nt 9m City 
Svbsrban Prinze 
Sxtrene Aff S«barb 



rtf(ctnr%Qt of soccess 
ao so «o 
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Exercise 827 — Age 13 
Overlap: Ages 17 and Adult 
Objective II: Analyze what is read. 

Subobjective C: See the techniques by which the author has 

created his effects. 



After reading the poem, only 30% of the 13-year-olds correct- 
ly identified the attitude of the speaker as exasperated. Almost 
as many — 22% of the students — suggested that the attitude was one 
of self-interest, a response which has some justification in that 
self-interest might have led to the persona' s exasperation. 
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Exercise 831 — Age 13 



Read the passage and answer the question which follows it. 



Johnny told Billy that he could make it rain any time he 
wanted to by stepping on a spider, Billy said he couldn't, 
Johnny stepped on a spider. That night it rained. The next day 
Johnny told Billy, "That proves I can make it rain any time I 
want to," 



Nat'l % 
Choosing 
Each Answer 

16,0% 

56,21 

26, 8t 



Was Johnny right? 
Yes 

Can't tell from the passage 



l.Ot 
0.1% 



I don't know* 
No response 



T07 W 1/1 0^*X«3101S ROOOOSCO 



VATIaRKL kno CUOUt P£IiCZKTAGeS OP SUCCESS 



t or Gtoo? 

SUCCESS Sff|£l 



Ihilh^Ll ££2U£ 





-1.7 










southeast 




-2.6 




HpSt 




-1,0 




Central 








northeast 






m 






-o.e 




Hale 




o.s 




Pevale 










•a. 1 






Slack 




2. 6- 




4hit« 










-•.9 


do 


Hi'fh Scfool 


SI. 1 


-2.^ 




High School 




a. a* 


srailnatei Hiali Sch. 


S9.* 


3.3* 


Fost 


Hiifh School 














#6. 1 


-10. 1 


ExtreiM! 


Tnn4»r Citv 




2. a 


P»tr^»^ Rsril 




-1,9 




siMii City 




3. ft 




««4iam City 


S». 1 


-1.9 




Of Mg City 




0,S 


'iQbarban Pritid* 


SI.** 


3. ft 


ixtrewe 





ppscbmtjk;: op success 

aO 50 60 

♦ ♦ • 

••••••••••••••••f 
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FRLQ 



Exercise 831 — Age 13 



Objective V: Make judgments concerning what is read. 
Subobjective C: Make judgments about a work on the basis of what 

is found in the work itself. 



After reading the passage, 56% of the 13-ye^-olds realized 
that the fact that it rained after a spider was crushed does not 
prove a cause-effect relationship. To answer the question cor- 
rectly, a reader must draw a logical conclusion from the evidence 
presented. 
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Exarcite 132 -- Ag« 13 



Mad th« pocn and answer the quest iona which follow it. 

Fortune and Hen* a Eyea* 
Snakeapeare 



1 Nhen, in diagrace with fortune and men* a eyes, 

2 I all alone bewcep my outcaat atate, 

3 And trouble deaf heaven with my bootleaa criea, 

4 And look upon myaelf and curae my fate, 

5 Wiahing me like to one more rich in hope , 

6 Featured like him, like him with frienda poaaeaaed 

7 Deairing thia man* a art, and that man* a acope, 
6 With what I moat enjoy contented leaat; 

9 Yet in theae thoughta myaelf almoat deapiaing, 

10 Haply I think on thee; and then my atate, 

11 Like to the lark at break of day ariaing 

12 From aull^n earth, ainga hymna at heaven* a gate; 

13 For thy aweet love remembered, auch wealth bringa 

14 That then I acorn to change my state with king a. 



Nat'l t 
Chooaing 
Each Anawer 

31.5% 

24.7% 

24.0% 

13.1% 



In Line 3, "deaf heaven" refera to a 

quiet place, 
troubled place. 
God who doea not hear. 
Heaven for deaf people. 



6.2% 
0.6% 



X don*t know. 
No reaponae 



Sonnet 29. 



T08 93 VI 03«X832011 RlOOOOCO 



HkTIOK&L &ND GROOF FBKCBKT&GES OF SOCCBSS 



% or 

2%. 9 



19.5 
27.2 
23.6 
2S.fl 



2%. 

23. 



GKOOP 



-a. 5* 

3.2 
-0.3 
1.S 



0.3 
-0.3 



UBlAfiil G120P 



RATI ORAL 



Sotttheast 
vest 
central 
Rortheaat 



Rale 
Female 



PEBCBRTASE OF SUCCESS 
«0 SO 60 



IS.-' 
211.6 



11.0 
1S.0 
24.% 
10.2 



-5.2» 
0.6* 



-11.0» 
*8.9« 

o.a 

6.2* 



£2121 



Black 
Rhite 



Ro High School 
Some High school 
Graduated Righ Sch. 
Post High School 



16. ft 


-7. 1« 


tttrei^e Inner Citf 


20.2 


-3.8 


Bxtreme ttiral 


22.3 


-1.6 


Small Citr 


25.3 


1.3 


Redian City 


19.7 


-R.2 


lest Of Big Citf 


27.7 


3.7 


Saborban Fringe 


2S.9 


S.O 


Extreme ktt suburb 



Exercise 832 — Age 13 
Overlap: Age 17 

Objective I: Comprehend what is read. 

Subobjective B: Read phrases, clauses and sentences. 



Only about a quarter of the 13-year-olds correctly identified 
the meaning of "deaf heaven" in Shakespeare's Sennet 29. The 
phrase is especially complex because it is really a double meta- 
phor: "deaf" refers to one who decides not to hear as opposed to 
one who physically cannot hear, and "heaven" refers to God. 
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Exercise 835 — Age 13 



Read the passage and answer the question which follows it. 



I Skiing has recently become one of the more popular 

sports in the United States. Because of its popularity, 
thousands of winter vacationers are flying north rather 
than south. In many areas, reservations are required 
months ahead of time. 

II I discovered the accommodation shortage through an 

unfortunate experience, on ^ sunny Saturday roorn.ng i 
set out from Denver for the beckoning slopes of Aspen, 
Colorado. After passing signs for other ski areas, I 
finally reached my destination. Naturally I lost no time 
m heading for the nearest tow. After a stimulating 
afternoon of miscalculated stem turns I was famished. 
Well, one thing led to another and it must have been 
eight o'clock before I concerned myself with a bed for 
my bruised and aching bones. 

Ill It took precisely one phone call to ascertain the 

lack of lodgings in the Aspen area. I had but one r^ 
course. My auto and i started the treacherous jaunt over 
the pass and back toward Denver. Along the way, I went 
begging for a be^. Finally a ^olly tavernkeeper took 
pity and for only thirty dollars a night allowed me the 
privilege of staying m a musty, dirty, bathless room 
above his tavern. 



Nat*l t 

Choosing 
Ea^'h Answer 

6.6% 
13.0% 
13.9% 

6.2% 
54.5% 

4.9% 
0.7% 



Which paragraph or paragraphs m the passage 
are written frum a personal point of view? 

Paragraph I 
Paragraph II 
O Paragraph III 

Paragraphs I and XI 
Paragraphs II ,tn<i ill 

I don't know. 
No response 



TOO 3S 3/1 05«X835015 R90005CO 



HATJONAI AMD GBOOP PBRCEHTAGES OF SOCCSSS 



* OP 

SUCCESS 


GHOOP 


1431*5!!?. 


dSQilP 






NATIONAL 




so. 1 
•^1.5 
ss.s 

5«>. 1 


-3. 1 
2.0 
U. 6 


£P 


Southeast 
West 
Central 
Northeast 




5.0* 


SEX 


Hale 
Pema],e 


57. a 


-9. 9» 
2.9* 




Blacic 
vhite 


fil.-J 


-17. 
-7.9» 
<l.7»» 
7. 3« 


Wo Hiqh School 
Some Hiqh School 
Graduate'l High sch. 
Pf\st High School 


U1.^ 
51. q 
00.2 
55. 8 

, 52.*; 

56.2 
6<t. 1 


-7. Q 
-2. 6 
■«. k 
1.2 
-1.9 
1.6 
9.6* 


extreme Inner City 
Ixtreme Rural 
Snail CitT 
•fedinm City 
Rost Of Big city 
Suburban Fringe 
l!xtr«me htt suburb 



PEHCEHrAGE OP SUCCESS 

40 50 60 
♦ ♦ ♦ 
t 
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««*«««««•«*«•«•««•«««•««««««««««««••««««« 
«••«•««•«•«•««««««••««««•«««««««•«•««««««««« 



«•*««•««««< «««•««« •««•«««««««•«««««••• 

♦«**«*«««««•««««««««••«««««••««««««« •«««««««! 



«•«•«««««•*««*«•«««««««««••«•««««««««« 

«••«««•««••*«*•«««««««««««««««««•«««««•««««« 

«••«•■••••■««««««««««««««««««««««■•««««««««« 



««««« 



«•««•«««••«*«««««««««•««««««•«*•««*«««*«•«« I 
• «*«««*«*•«««««««« ««««•• 
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Exercise 835 — Age 13 
Overlap: Age 17 

Objective V: Make judgments concerning what is read. 
Subobjective C: Make judgments about a work on the basis of what 

is found in the work itself. 



Slightly more than half of the 13-year-olds aorrectly iden- 
tified Passages II and III as the ones that were written from a 
personal point of view. Sixty percent of those who failed to 
give the best answer suggested that Paragraph II or Paragraph III 
separately were written from a personal point of view. 
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ImrciM 131 — Ag« 13 



Mad the pom and anawer the question which follow^ it. 



My body a rounded atone 

with a pattern of snooth aeaaa. 

My head a ahort anake, 

retractive, protective. 

My lege com out of their aleevea 

or ahrink within, 

and ao doea my chin. 

My eyelida are quick clampa. 

My back ia ay roof. 

I an alwaya at hone. 

I travel where my houae walka. 

It ia a anooth atone. 

It floata within the lake, 

or reata in the dust. 

My fleah livea tendezly 

inaide ita hone.* 



Nat*l 1 Which word BEST deacribea the apeaker in 

Chooain9 the pceai? 
Each Answer 

16.51 G Confuaed 

SO. 31 contented 

S.81 G Excited 

13.41 O Reatleaa 

9.91 O Unhappy 



3.41 I don't know. 

0.91 No reaponae 



* To Mix With Tijie f May Swenaon, reprinted by peraiaaion of 
Chariea Scribner'a Son a. 
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5KCl5i tUKl XlBimi ££302 
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I 
I 
I 

I 







U2ISI 


38.0 


•12.3* 


Soatkeaai 


53.7 


3.4 


leat 


5<I.O 


3.7 


Central 


51.3 


H.O 


llortheaat 






m 


«5.1 


-5.0» 


Hale 


S5.2 


•.9* 


Penala 








29.9 


-21.3* 


Black 


54.1 


3.«* 


Bhita 






EAiSl!XAi_gDgCAtlfil 


30.6 


-19.7* 


Bo niqh School 


10. 3 


-10.0* 


Soiie Rioh School 


52.6 


2.3 


Cradaatad High Sch. 


61.3 


10.9* 


Poat Eiqh School 










-6.9 


fip ssamiu 


Ii1.ll 


i«tra«a Inner City 


16.0 


-ia.3* 


Bxtrene Baral 




'0.6 


small citr 


53.1 


3.6 


Badiun City 


53. 1 


2.6 


Beat of Bi9 City 


51.0 


2.7 


Sabarban Pringa 


61.2 


10.9* 


Bxtratte iff Sabarb 
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Exercise 8 38 — Age 13 
Overlap: Acfe 17 

Objective II: Analyze what is read. 

Subobjective C: See the techniques by which the author has 

created his effects. 



Half of the nation's 13-year-olds correctly described the 
persona of "Rounded Stone" as contented. The next highest per- 
centage of 13-year-olds (17%) identified the speaker as confused 
— a response that is certainly understandable if the persona is 
assiomed to be a human being. 
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Exercise 839 - 



- Age 13 



Read the passage and answer the question which follows it. 

He can't be satisfied with a static culture. There's work 
to be done if we're to survive. To stand still would be to per- 
ish. The discrepancy between man's technical power and the wis- 
dom with which he uses it has grown conspicuously wider year by 
year. He become aware of it when an atomic bomb blasts an open 
gulf, but the separation has gone on steadily f^ a long time. 
It's no solution to put the brakes on science until man's wision 
and responsibility catch up. As frightening as it may seem — as 
mad as it may seem to the contemplative soul— science must go on. 
We can't put our rockets and our atonic piles in museums like the 
locomotives in Erewhon. But we must build men up to the same 
level. He can't retreat, but we must straighten our lines. We 
must reinforce the weak sectors — the behavioral and cultural 
sciences. We need a powerful science of behavior.* 



Nat'l % The tone of the speaker is which of the 

Choosing following? 
Each Answer 

10. ;% CI> Cynical 

31.2% Earnest 

' 15.1% Ironical 

9'. 4% CI> Sentimental 

9.6% O Witty 



21.0% 
3.1% 



I don't know. 
No response 



• Walden Two , B.F. Skinner, reprinted by permission of Nacmillan 
Company. 



T13 07 ?/1 D2«1t8390l2 B'>2000C0 



13 17 H 

KATIOflAL AUD GiOOP PERCIMTftCfS OP SOCCBSS 



1 Of G800P 



27. 9 
27.* 

3^.7 



27.9 
3».r) 



15.1 
11.9 



2^-2 
32.1 
30.2 
3«.« 



19.7 

27. S 

?9.5 
23. « 
30. S 
36.9 



-3.3 
-3.8 
2. 3 
l|.5« 



-3.3« 
2.9* 



-15. 8« 
2.8* 



-5.0 
KO 

-0.9 
5.2* 



-12.5* 
-3.6 
3.9 
-2.6 
-7.«« 
-0.7 
5.7 



lisiwis &mt 

Soatheast 
Nest 
CcfitcaL 
«ort heist 



PEICEiTACE Of SOCCESS 
90 50 60 



Rale 
Penale 



Black 
ihite 



90 tUqk School 
Son* III9I1 School 
Gcadttited Kl9h Sch. 
fost Hl9h school 

tttfm* Infi«c City 
Extreme tsrst 
Small city 
Malum city 
HeSt Of 119 city 
Sabscban Fringe 
Istcem^t ktf Ssbicb 



70 



Exercise 839 — Age 13 



Overlap: Ages 17 and Adult 
Objective II: Analyze what is read, 

Subobjective C: See the techniques by which the author has 

created his effects. 



Although only about 31% of the 13-year-olds correctly iden- 
tified the tone of this relatively sophisticated passage from 
B. F. Skinner's Walden Two ^ earnest was marked more than twice as 
much as any other single choice. Over 20% of the students ad- 
mitted not recognizing the tone of the passage. 



» 
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Exercise 640 " Age 13 



Read the poem and answer the question which follows it. 



Ny body a rounded stone 

with a pattern of smooth seams, 

Ny head a short snake, 

retractive/ protective. 

Ny legs cofse out of their sleeves 

or shrink within, 

and so does my chin. 

Ny eyelids are quick clanps. 

Ny back is my rocf. 

I am always at home. 

I travel where ny house walks. 

It IS a smooth stone. 

It floats within the lake, 

or rests in the dust. 

Ny flesh lives tenderly 

inside Its hone.* 



Nat'l % Hnat is one method the poet uses to attract 

Choosing the reader's interest? 
Each Answer 

7.3% The drjUBatic outcome 

46.0% An unusual point of view 

17.4% ^> Scientific detail about nature 

t.9% The use of regular rhymes and rhythms 

14. S% The relationship between the characters 

^.7% O I don't knew. 
0.4% No response 



* To Mix WiL.i Time , Hay Swenson, reprinted by permission of Charles 
Scribner's ^ons. 
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Exercise 840 — Age 13 



Overlap: Ages 17 and Adult 
Objective II: Analyze what is read. 

Subobjective C: See the techniques by which the author has 

created his effects. 



About half of the 13-year-olds recognized the method that 
May Swenson used to attract the reader's attention in "Rounded 
Stone." 

The method, of course, is the unusual persona, yet about 83% 
of the 13-year-olds recognized that the persona of the poem is 
a turtle (see Exercise R802) . 
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Exercise 841 Ag« 13 



Read the story and answer the question which follows it. 



In the past, flies were « lot bigger than they ar* now. My 
father used to throw rocks at then. My grandfather used to shoot 
then with a gun. And my great-grandfather told ae that it used 
to tak five raen, a dog, two horses and sixteen cats to drag a 
single fly out of the kitchen. 



Nat'l % 
Choosing 
Each Answer 

9.8« 

74. 5« 

9.«« 

5.0% 



Which explanation tells BEST how the writer 
■akes this story funny? 



By using huBorous sentence structure 

By exaggerating the size of the flies 

By putting the events in mome past tiae 
so the story becoaes unreal 

By Making the last sentence of the para- 
graph such longer than the rest 



1.0% 
0.1% 



I don't know. 
No response 
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Exercise 841 — Age 13 



Overlap: Age 17 

Objective II: Analyze what is read. 

Subobjective C: See the techniques by which the author has 

created his effects. 



Seventy-five percent of the 13-year-olds realized that 
exaggerating the size of the flies made the story funny. None 
the other suggested answers in an/ way explained what made the 
story funny, and thus few students responded with those answers. 
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CHAPTER 5 



RESULTS FOR AGE 17 



The 17-year-olds participating in the 1970-71 Reading assess- 
ment fall into two classifications: (1) the "in-school" 17-year- 
olds and (2) the ••out-of- school"* 17-year-olds who were not enrolled 
in public or private schools either because of dropping out or 
early completion. The latter were included to provide in the 
assessment a more balanced representation of all 17-year-olds. 
The "in-school" 17-year-olds participating in the assessment were 
born between October 1^ 1953^ and September 30, 1954. About 
three fourths of them were enrolled in the eleventh grade; of 
the remainder, about half were enrolled in the tenth grade and 
about half in the twelfth grade. The ••out-of -school" 17-year-olds 
who participated in the assessment were (1) not enrolled in 
public or private school during March, 1970, ani were born between 
October, 1952, and September 30, 1953,1 or (2) iiot enrolled i 
public or private school during January, 1971, and were born 
between October 1, 1953, and September 30, 1954. 

First, we describe each group's overall behavior on the 
Theme 8 exercises; then we indicate those exercises on which 
specific group behaviors differ atypically from the group's 
median level. Finally, we present the individual released exer- 
cises along with the results. 

*rwenty-one specific beha^^iors on critical reading are sum- 
marized at age 17. Eleven of Jiese represent released exercises 
described in detail. The other ten behaviors represent unre- 
leased exercises to be used in future assessments. Exhibit 5-1 
shows the distribution of the 21 behaviors for each group rela- 
tive to the national level indicated by the ji line. A group's 
median level of performance is indicated by an arrow {-►) . A 
typical behavior for the group is shown by a box with an X ( [X) ) / 
and an atypical behavior is indicated by an open box { □ ) . 



iThese respondents were actually 18-year-olds who were included 
in the sample to obtain a larger representation. It was deemed 
that one year's difference in age would make little difference 
in the way they responded since they were out of school. 
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EXHIBIT 5-lA 
Distributions of Effects for Age 17 



-n 



Region 



Sex 



Color 



i 



H € NB H r 



Median -5.3 
Effect 



1.4 



•2.8 



-21.0 



0.1 



1.2 



2.8 



3.1 



78 



ERIC 



when a group's overall behavior has been described as tendi: 
to be above or below or as characteristically above or below the 
national level, a specific behavior for that group can be: (1) 
atypically farther from the national level than is the group's 
median level or (TJ atypically closer to 2 the national level. 

When a group's overall behavior has been described as being 
about the same as the national level, a specific behavior for 
that group can be atypically high or low relative to the group's 
median level. 



Region 

Oply the Southeast, with a median effect of -5.3, recorded 
a characteristic direction. The group achieved a percentage 
atypically farther from the national level on Exercise R832, 
which reguires understanding the metaphor "deaf heaven" in a 
Shakespearean sonnet. Nonetheless, the group achieved results 
atypically closer to the national level on two released exer- 
cises: R824, which reguires identifying the purpose of a public 
service advertisement, and R841, which reguires identifying the 
device used to make a passage humorous. 

Both the West ^nd Northeast achieved results very close to 
the national level. Only two atypical results were recorded for 
the groups: 17-year-olds in the West achieved an atypically 
high percentage of success on Exercise R832, and those in the 
Northeast attained atypically high results on Exercise U806, 
about the meaning ot a metaphor from a scientific passage. 

The Central region, with a median effect of 1.4, tended to 
perform above the national level. The group showed no atypical 
results. 



Sex 

Males achieved a median effect of -2.8, while females 
achieved a median effect of 2.8; both groups recorded character- 
istic directicni. Both boys and girls achieved percentages 
atypically closer to the national level on Exercises R814, which 



^An atypical effect (or behavior) described as being closer to 
the national level may be; (1) less extreme in the same direc- 
tion as a group's tendency or characteristic, or (2) it may 
occur in the opposite direction from the national level as the 
group's median level. 
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requires understanding the slogan about horsepower; R824, which 
requires identifying the purpose of public service advertisement; 
and U826, an unreleased exercise that requires identifying the 
probable source of a ♦testimonial. 



Color 

Blacks, with a median effect of -21.0, characteristically 
performed below the national level, while Whites, with a median 
effect of 3.1, characteristically performed above the national 
level. Both groups obtained results atyp- lly closer to the 
national level on many exercises. The rei* sed exercises in 
this group were R810, which requires understanding a metaphoric 
use of the word wings in the poem "Auto Wreck"; R824, again about 
the public service advertisement; R841, about the device an 
author used to make a passage humorous; and R842, which requires 
understanding the purpose of the metaphor "quick clamps" in the 
poem "Rounded Stone," The unreleased exercises in this group 
were U834, which requires understanding the mechanics of an 
extended metaphor, and U837, which requires identifying the 
attitude of the speaker in the quotation about criminal behavior. 



Parental Education 3 

Both the no high school group, with a median effect of -15.8, 
and the some high school group, with a median effect of -7.2, 
characteristically performed below the national level. Both 
groups attained results atypically closer to the national level 
on Exercises R824 and U837. The no high school group alone 
achieved results atypically closer to the national level on 
Exercises R841, which requires identifying the device that made 
the passage humorous, and U822, which requires identifying the 
tone of one of the characters in a comic strip. The som« high 
school group achieved percentages atypically farther from the 
national level on Exercises R814 (horsepower slogan) and U806 
(metaphor in scientific passage) . 

The graduated from high school group, with a median effect 
of -0.9, tended to perform below the national level. But the 
group attained a percentage atypi jally closer to the national 
level on Exercise R835, which requires recognizing the tone of 
three passages about skiing. 



3see the General Information Yearbook , Chapter 3 (Report 02-GIY) 
for definitions of the parental education groups. 
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The post high school group, witn a median effect of 8.4, 
characteristically performed above the national level. The 
group achieved a percentage atypically farther from the national 
level on Exercises R832, about the metaphor "deaf heaven" in a 
Shakespearean sonnet, and U806 (metaphor in scientific passage) . 
However, the group achieved percentages atypically closer to the 
national level on several exercises: R810 (meaning of wings in 
context of poem) , R824 (purpose of public service advertisement) , 
R841 (device for making passage humorous), U834 (mechanics of 
extended metaphor) and U837 (attitude in quotation about criminal 
behavior) . 



Size and Type of Community ^ 

The extreme inner city group, with a median effect of -10.0, 
characteristically performed below the national level. The group 
achieved results atypically farther from the national level on 
Exercise R814 (horsepower slogan) . 

The extreme rural group, with a median effect of -4.1, 
tended to perform below the national level on the exercises in 
Theme 8. 

Results for the small city and suburban fringe groups were 
close to the national level, while both the medium city and rest 
of big city groups tended to perform above the national level. 
None of the four groups recorded any atypical results. 

The extreme affluent suburb group, with a median effect of 
7.6, characteristically performed above the national level. The 
group achieved results atypically farther from the national level 
on Exercises R827, which requires perceiving the attitude in the 
poem "More I Speak," and U833, an unrel eased exercise about the 
purpose of a public servx^^ advertisement. 



*** *** *** 



The data for each released exercise representing critical 
reading are presented as follows. The upper part of the left 
page shows the exercise number and age level. Then the exercise 
is shown exactly as it appeared to the respondent except that 
the correct choice is already marked. The percentage of 17-year 
olds choosing each answer is also shown. 



4see the General Information Yearbook , Chapter 3 (Report 02-Giy) 
for definitions of the size and type of community groups. 



The exhibit on the lower part of the page shows the national 
percentage of success and the percentage of success for each group 
both tabularly (leftmost column of figures) and graphically (hori- 
zontal bars) . The second column of figures on the left side of 
the exhibit shows the effects for all groups with asterisks (*) 
indicating those that are reliably different from the national 
percentage of success. In addition to the percentages, the 
effects can also be seen graphically. Note the vertical dashed 
line descending from the end of the national percentage bar. 
This allows a visual comparison of each group percentage of success 
with the national percentage of success. The size and type of 
community information applies to "in-school" 17-year-olds only 
(labeled "17IS"). 

The right page again gives the exercise number and age 
level. It also gives the objective and major subobjective for 
which the exercise was written and a brief description of the 
exercise with unusual or interesting responses pointed out when 
appropriate. 



83 



Ex^rciM 110 Age 17 

You will be asked to figure out the meaning of a word fr<MB the 
way it ia uaed in thia poem. Read the porm carefully and answer 
the question on the next page. 

AUTO WRECK* 



Nat*l t 

Choosing 
Each Answer 

7.9% 

78.11 

5.9t 

3.71 



What does the word "Wings" in Line € mean 
the context of this poem? 



C:> Flies 
Turns 

Parts of a building 
The forelinbs of a bird 



1 Its quick soft silver bell beating, beating, 

2 And down the dark one ruby flare 

J Pulsing out red light like an artery, 

4 The aaibulance at top speed floating dotm 

5 Past beacons snd illuminated clocks 

6 Mings in a heavy curve, dips down, 

7 And brakes speed entering the crowd. 

8 The doors iMp open, emptying light; 

9 S^-retchers are laid uut, the mangled lifted 

10 And stowed into the little hospital. 

11 Then the bell, breaking the hush, tolls once, 

12 And the ambulance with its terrible cargo 

13 Rocking, slightly rocking, moves away, 

14 As the doors, an afterthought, are closed. 



4.01 

0 5% 



I don't know. 
No response 



* Poems 1940-19S3 « Karl Shapiro, reprinted by permission of Random 
House, Inc. 
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Exercise 810 — Age 17 

Overlap: Ages 9 and 13 

Objective I: Comprehend what is read. 

Subobjective B: Read phrases, clauses and sentences. 



Almost 80% of the 17-year-olds understood the metaphor ic 
use of the word wings in Karl Shapiro's "Auto Wreck." Very few 
suggested the most common dictionary definitions of the word. 
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Exercise tl4 — Age 17 



HORBBPOWBI 



IlISi Silli 



h 



is 
fatal! 



'^3 



N«t*l ^ 
Choosing 
Each Answer 

75.7% 

2.2% 
17.6% 

0.4% 



ffhere would you probably see this sign? 

On a highway 

On a gymnasium floor 

At a racetrack for horses 

In a grocery store 



3.3% 
0«9% 



O I don*t know. 
No response 
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Exercise 814 — Age 17 
Overlap: Ages 9, 13 and Adult 

Objective IV: Reason logically from what is read. 
Subobjective A: Draw appropriate inferences from the material 

that is read and "read between the lines" where 

necessary. 



About three quarters of the 17-year-olds recognized that the 
probable location of the horsepower slogan sign is on a highway. 
Decoding the slogan is not as easy as it might seem^ as can be 
seen h\ looking at the results for lower ages. 
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Ejc«rciM 824 -- \qm 17 

H«r« IS an Ad froo « iution«l m«gMin*. Read it and coopletft the 
Mntenccs on the opposite page. 




A rOUSrrS FUTUME IS IN YOURHANDS 

Ewr tree, every ih'irf>.aid alt o«r wiUWr 
dcpaa OD yoM ID help |wn«M foicM ifo. 
SopkMtfolkwSMdkcT'sAPCs Alwajfihoy 
mtt hn nU coU. le icie wdnnm *» r iw f i fri > 
tuf die MJ dww ifccai ^g»a. 
OMfaaUMMfccfdcWoM. 

PiMit! <M)r ni CM pMK IM ftM 



Hat* I % The purpose of tttis advert ieesent is to 9*t 

Choosing you to 
Each ArsMr 

0.2% <Z> cnjo) caapln^. 

l.It C=^ cn^oy the wildlife. 

97. protect the forests. 

0.2% O plant trees properly. 

0.2« I don't know. 

O.tt No response 



(Reprint 2d by permission of The Advertising Council.) 
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Exercise 824 — Age 17 
Overlap: Ages 13 and Adult 

Objective IV: Reason logically from what is read. 
Subobjective A: Draw appropriate inferences from the material 

that is read and "read between the lines" where 

necessary. 



Almost all the 17~year-olds recognized that this public ser 
vice advertisement encourages readers to protect the forests. 
Clearly the purpose must be inferred^ for it is not directly 
stated in the text itself. 
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EjcerciM 921 Ag* 17 



Read tb« poeM and «nsv«r the question ««hicn follows it. 



The aore I speak, sore useless scesw the effect. 

Hy preyers can neither touch nor soften you. 

You take the bit in your teeth like a horse untaaed* 

Fighting against the rein to have your way. 

And yet how frail, for all youz vehenence. 

That science seats on tfhich you do rely. 

Siaple self-will fells strengthless to the ground 

Hhen isolated froB a aind that's sound. 

Consider, if warning you ignore. 
How the successive and sti^ndous wave 
of aojjRting agony breaks <m your head. 

Do thou beware, lo<A round, take cognizance, 
Mor think self-will stronger than co— an sense. 



Iiat'l % Which word BEST describes the ettitude of 

Choosing the speaker? 
Bach Answer 

45.2% Exasperation 

lq.4% O reer 

13.2% O Indifference 

•.5% 0> Loyelty 

IS.0% O Self-interest 

7.1% O I dcn*t know. 
0.7% Ho response 



• Eight Great Tragedies , S. Barnct, et al., editors, reprinted 
by permission of the New Aaerican Library. 
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Exercise 827 — Age 17 



Overlap: Ages 13 and Adult * 
Objective II: Analyze what is read. 

Subobjective C: See the techniques by which the author has 

created his effects. 



Almost half of the 17-year-olds correctly identified the 
speaker's attitude as one of exasperation. "More I Speak" is 
difficult poem and the results show large group differences. 
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EJtt -ci5« «32 Age 17 



R< ad the ooen and answer the questions which follow it. 



Fortune and Men's Eyes 
Shakespeare 



1 Wht'n, in disgrace with fortune and aen's e/es, 

2 I all alone betweep isy outcast state, 

3 Ano trouble deaf heaven with ny bootless cries, 

4 And look upon myself and curse my fate, 

5 Wishing ne like to one more rich in hope, 

6 Featured like hia, like hin with friends possessed 

7 Desiring this nan's art, and that nan's scope, 

8 with what I Most enjoy contented least; 

9 Yet in these thoughts myself alaost despising, 

10 Haply I think on thee; and then aiy state, 

11 Like to the lark at break of day arising 

12 Fron sullen earth, sings hyans at heaven's gate; 

13 For thy sweet love reaeafoered, such wealth brings 

14 That then I scorn to change ay state with kings. 



Nat'l t 

Choosing 
Each Answer 

24.0% 

IS. 2% 

Sl.St 

S.4% 



In Line 3, 'deaf heaven' refers to a 

CT^ quiet place. 

troubled place. 

God 1^ does not hear. 

H<^aven for deaf people 



3.3% 
?.7% 



CD r don't know. 
Nc response 



Sonnet 29. 
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Exercise 832 — Age 17 
Overlap: Age 13 

Objective I: Comprehend what is read. 

Subobjective B: Read phrases, clauses and sentences. 



More than half of u .on's 17-year-olds correctly iden- 

tified the meaning of "w. heaven" in Shakespeare's Sonnet 29. 
The phrase is especially complex because it is really a double 
metaphor; "deaf" refers to one who decides not to hear as opposed 
to one who physically cannot hear and "heaven" refers to God. 
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ERIC 



Exercise 835 — Age 17 



Read the passage and answer the question which follows it. 

I Skiing has recently become one of the more popular 

sports in the United States. Because of its popularity, 
thousands of winter vacationers are flying north rather 
than south. In many areas, reservations are required 
months ahead of time. 

II I discovered the acconmodation shortage through sn 

unfortunate experience. On a sunny Saturday morning I 
set out from Denver for the beckoning slopes of Aspen, 
Colorado. After passing zi<}<\9 for other ski areas, I 
finally reached my destination. Naturally I lost no time 
in heading for the nearest tow. After a stimulating 
afternoon of miscalculated stem turns I was famished. 
Well, one thing led to another and it must have been eight 
o'clock before I concerned myself with a bed for my bruis- 
ed and aching bones. 

Ill It took precisely one phone call to ascertain the 

lack of lodgings m the Aspen area. I had but one re- 
course. My auto and I started the treacherous 3aunt over 
the pass and back toward Denver. Along the way, I went 
begging for a bed. Finally a jolly tavernkeeper took 
pity and for only thirty dollars a night allowed me the 
privilege of staying ma musty, dirty, bathless room 
above his tavern. 



Nat'l % 

Choosing 
Each Answer 

4.1% 

7.1% 

5.0% 

4.0% 

77.5% 



Which paragraph or paragraphs m the passage 
are written from a personal point of view? 



d> Paragraph I 

0> Paragraph II 

C:> Paragraph III 

Paragraphs I end II 
Paragraphs II and III 



1.4% O) I don't know. 

0.7% No response 
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Exercise 835 — Age 17 
Overlap: Age 13 

Objective V: Make judgments concerning what is read. 
Subobjective C: Make judgments about a work on the basis of 

what is found in the work itself. 



More than three quarters of the 17-year-olds correctly 
identified Passages II and III as the ones written from a perso- 
nal point of view. Most of the others identified either Passage 
II or Passage III alone as the one written from a per5;cnal point 
of view. 
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Exercise 838 Age 17 



Read the poem and aniwer the question which follows it. 



My body a rounded stone 

with a pattern of anooth seams. 

My head a short snake, 

retractive, protective. 

My legs cone out of their sleeves 

cr shrink within, 

«ind ao does my chin. 

My eyelids are quick clamps. 

My back is my roof. 

I an always at home. 

I travel where ay house walks. 

It is a smooth stone. 

It floats within the lake, 

or rests in the dust. 

My flesh lives tenderly 

inside its home.* 



Nat'l t 
Choosing 
Each Answer 

9.6% 

72. 0« 

0.8« 

8.1« 

6. St 

2.7% 
9.3% 



Which word BEST describes the speaker in 
the poem? 

Confused 
4^ Contented 
O Excited 
O Restless 

Unhappy 

I don ' t know. 
No response 



* To Mix With Time , May Swenson, reprinted by permission of 
Charles Scribner's Sons. 
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Exercise 838 — Age 17 
Overlap: Age 13 

Objective II: Analyze what is read. 

Subobjective C: See the techniques by which the author has 

created his effects. 



About seven out of ten 17-year-olds were able to describe 
the persona of "Rounded Stone" as contented. The speaker •s atti- 
tude is clearly characterized only in the last lines of the poem^ 
and even then much abstraction is necessary to select the correct 
answer* 
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Exercise 839 — Age 17 



Read the passage and answer the question which follows it. 



We can't be satisfied with a static culture. There's work 
to be done if we're to survive. To stand still would be to per- 
ish. The discrepancy between man's technical power and the wis- 
dom with which he uses it has grown conspicuously wider year by 
year. We become aware of it when an atomic Kmb blasts an open 
gulf, but the separation has gone on steadily for a long time. 
It's no solution to put the brakes on science until man's wisdom 
ar.d responsibility catch up. As frightening a't it may seem— >as 
mad as it may seem to the contemplative soul—science must go on. 
We can't put our rockets and our atomic piles m museums like the 
locomotives m Erewhon. But we must build men up to the same 
level. We can't retreat, but we must straighten our lines. We 
must reinforce the weak sectors—the behavioral and cultural 
sciences. We need a powerful science of beha/ior. 



Nat'l % 
Choosing 
Each Answer 



The tone of the speaker is which of the 
following? 



13.5% 
56.0% 
11.7% 
4.0% 
5.7% 



Cynical 
Earne-t 
Ironi .'il 
Sentiinental 
Witty 



8.7% 
0.3% 



I don't know. 
No response 



Wfiidenlsia, B. F. Skinner, reprir ^cd by permission of the 
lacmiiian CanDanv* 
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Exercise 839 - 



- Age 17 



Overlap: Ages 13 and Adult 
Objective II: Analyze what is read. 

Subobjective C: See the techniques by which the author has 

created his effects. 



More than half of the 17-year-olds perceived the tone of 
this sophisticated passage from B.F. Skinner's Walden Two . But 
the sentences beginning "We can ' t. . .must ... need" might make the 
tone accessible even to those who don't understand the subject 
of the passage. 
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Exercise 840 —Age 17 



Read the poen end tnswer the que tt ion which follows it. 



My i>ody a rounded atone 

with a pattern of smooth aeaaa. 

My head a ahort anake, 

retractive, protective. 

My legs come out of their aleeves 

or shrink within, 

and ao doea my chin. 

My eyelida are quick clampa. 

My back ia my roof. 

Z an alwaya at home. 

Z travel where my houae walka. 

Zt ia a smooth atone. 

Zt floata within the lake, 

or raata in the duat. 

Ny fleah livea tenderly 

inaide Ita hone.* 



Mat'l % 
Chooaing 
Each Anawer 

3.6% 
52.9% 
18.0 

5.3% 
14.5% 



Ifhat ia one method the poet uaea to attract 
the reader 'a intereat? 



The dramatic outcoeie 

An unuaual point of view 

Scientific detail about nature 

The uae of regular rhymea and rhythiia 

The relationahip between the charactera 



5.2% 
0.6% 



Z don't know. 
No reaponae 



* To Mix With Time , May Swenaon, reprinted by permission of 
Chsrlss Scribnsr's Sons. 



S03 97 3/1 02*I8«0012 I02000CO 



RftTZORftL a«D 6IO0P PESCEVTftGES OP SOCCESS 



% OP 



6 loop 



I sfiaai 



PERCEVTftGB OP SOCCESS 



52.9 



S6.0 
57.2 
SS.7 

52.2 



52.1 
53.7 



26.9 
56.3 



37.2 
S5.7 
51.2 
62.2 

53.il 



-6. 9* 
S.3* 
1.8 

-0.7 



-0.8 
O.B 



-26.0* 
3.S* 



-15.8* 
-7.2* 
-1.8 
9.3* 



SUSI 



Soatkeaat 
Raat 
Central 
Rortheaat 



Hale 

Pt^nale 



Black 
Vhite 



PAMt lTAL lagcAIIQM 

«o Eigli School 
Soma High School 
Graduated High Sch. 
Poet High School 

«ftTZ0«ftl(17ZS OMLY) 



%3.$ 






-10. 0* 


Extreme Znner City 


49.7 


-3.8 


Extreme laral 


5S.2 


o.a 


small City 


S9.8 


-3.6 


Heaiam City 


$«.2 


0.8 


llaat Of Big City 


57.0 


3.5 


Sttbarban Pringa 


S9.0 


5.5 


Extreme &ff sabarb 



I 
I 

•t 

I 
I 

I 



100 



Exercise 840 — Age 17 



Overlap: Ages 13 and Adult 
Objective II: Analyze what is read. 

Subobjective C: See the techniques by which the author has 

created his effects. 



About 53% of the 17-year-olds correctly identified an 
unusual point of view as the ir^thod May Swenson used to attract 
the reader's interest in "Rounded Stone." The results show an 
increase of only about 7 percentage points over the 13-year-olds' 
results. 
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Exercise 641 Age 1' 



Read the story and answer the luestion which fellows it. 

In the past, flies <vcre « lot biggei than they are no^. My 
father used to throw rjcirs at them. My grandfathei used to shoot 
them with a gun. And m> great-grandfather tolu me that it used 
to take five men, a dog, two horses <ind sixteen cats to drag a 
single fly out of the k't.chen. 



Nat'l % 

Choosing 
Each Answer 

6.6% 

75.8% 

10.7% 

5.4% 



Which explanation tells BEST how the writer 
makes this story funny? 



CO By using humorous sentence structure 

By exaggerating the size of the flies 

O By putting the events in some past time 
so the story becomes unreal 

C> By making the last sentence of the para- 
graph much longer than the rest 



0.9% 
0.5% 



I don ' t know 
Mo response 
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asTIOMKL fclfD saoOP PEICSMTAGES OP SUCCESS 



% or 



GROUP 







MATIORKL 


76.2 
71.1 

7"».3 
76. « 


0.3 
-2.8 
1.5 
0.6 


SfiS12H 

Southeast 
Vest 
Central 
northeast 


73.0 


-2. 9* 
2.9» 


ax 

Hale 
Female 


b6.1 
77.3 


-9.6» 
l.S» 


Black 
Vhlte 


7(1.1 
70.8 
7«.S 
79.1 


-1.8 
-5. 0» 

0.6 

3.J>«« 


Ho niqk school 
Some ttl^h School 
Graduated High Sch. 
Port Hl9h School 


76.7 




RliTI0!tliL(17IS OHLT) 


79.1 
78.2 
77.7 
7«».8 
7i.8 
78. « 


-10. 1» 
2.« 
1.5 
1.1 
2.1 
-1.9 
1.7 


SX^SJlJIilUU 

l«tr-*e Inner City 
Sxtrene iural 
Small city 
Kedlam city 
^•st of Big city 
suburban Fringe 
Sxtretne ktt Suburb 



30 



PEflCSHTKGE OF SUCCESS 
aO SO 60 
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ERIC 



Exercise 841 — Age 17 
Overlap: Age 13 

Objective II: Analyze what is read. 

Subobjective C: See the techniques by which the author has 

created his effects. 



About three quarters of the 17-year-olds recognized that 
exaggerating the size of flies makes the story funny. The age 
level shows virtually no improvement over the 13-year-olds, who 
also recorded a percentage of 75. 
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tX9rei— 142 — Ag* 17 

« 

toad th« pom and uia^r th« quastlon which follows it. 



Ny body a rounded stona 

with a pattarn of aaooth aaaiu. 

My haad a abort anaka> 

ratractiva,. protective. 

My lags coaM cut of thair alaavaa 

or ahrink within* 

and ao doaa m)/ chin. 

My ayalida ara quick claapa. 

Ny back ia my roof. 

I am alwaya at hose. 

Z travel where aqr house walka. 

It ia a aaooth atone. 

Zt floata within the lake, 

or reata in the duat. 

My fleah livea tenderly 

inaida ita hoaw.* 



Nat*l % 
Chooaing 
Each Answer 

5.9% 

77.1% 

3.5« 

6.7« 



Hhy is the phraae "quick claapa** a good one 
to deacriba the eyas of thia creature? 



O It ia acientifically accurate. 

Zt auggeata the eyea* r^id ahutting 
nt. 



O The rhythm repeata that of tHa pre- 
ceding line. 

Zt ia a draswtic cliaax to the prs'^ 
ceding linea. 



cot 

O.M 



Z don't know. 
Mo raaponae 



* To Mix With Ti«e » May Swenaon, reprinted by pemiaaion of 
Char lea Scribner'a Sona. 
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ianoiAt aio etoop mcsmsES op success 



% OP GtOOP 
77.1 
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81. 0 



6«.2 
78.0 



67.7 
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76.8 
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1« 

-1.5 
1.0 

3. a* 



-<l.0« 
3.9* 



-12. 9« 
1.8* 



-9.ii« 
-5. 2* 
-0.3 
6.0* 



77.0 


-1 


65.2 


•12 


78.6 


0 


77.3 


-0 
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1 


78.9 


0 


•4.6 
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Exercise 842 — Age 17 

Objective II: Analyze what is read. 

Siibobjective C: See the techniques by which the author has 

created his effects. 

More than three quarters of the 17-year-olds understood that 
the metaphor "quick clamps" suggests the rapid shutting movement 
of a turtle's eyes. 
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CHAPTER 6 



RESULTS FOR YOUNG ADULTS 



The young adults (ages 26-35) participating in the 1970-71 
Reading assessment were born between April 1, 1935, and March 31, 
1945. 

First, we describe each group's overall behavior on the 
Theme 8 exercises, then we indicate those exercises on which 
specific group behaviors differ atypically from the group's 
median level. Finally, we present the individual exercises 
along with their results. 

Twelve specific effects (behaviors) on critical reading are 
summarized at the young adult level. Five specific behaviors 
for the young adults are described in detail. Exhibit 6-1 shows 
the distribution of the twelve behaviors for each group relative 
to the national level indicated by the 0 line. A group's median 
level is indicated by an arrow {-►) . A typical behavior for the 
group is shown by a box with an X { (Xj ) , and an atypical behavior 
is indicated by an open box { Q ) . 

When a group's overall behavior has been described as tending 
to be above or below or as characteristically above or below the 
national level, a specific behavior for that group can be: (1) 
atypically farther from the national level than is the group's 
median level or (2) atypically closer to l the national level. 

When a group's overall behavior has been described as being 
about the same as the national level, a specific behavior can be 
atypically high or low relative to the group's median level. 



^An atypical effect (or behavior) described as being closer to 
the national level may be: (1) less extreme in the same direc 
tion as a group's tendency or characteristic, or (2) it may 
occur in the opposite direction from the national level as the 
group's median level. 




EXHIBIT 6-lA 
Distributions of Effects for Adults 



Region 




Color 



Median 
Effect 




■7.9 i.O -0.1 -23.7 

1.6 2.0 0.1 3.0 
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Region 



Adults in the Southeast attained a median effect of -7.9 
and characteristically performed below the national level. The 
group attained a percentage atypically farther from the national 
level on Exercise R840^ which required identifying the method 
of attracting the reader's attention in the poem "Rounded Stone." 

Adults in the West, with a median effect of 1.6, tended to 
perform above the national level. The group achieved results 
atypically farther from the national level on Exercises R840 and 
R827, the latter about the speaker's attitude in the poem "More 
I Speak." The group also achieved results atypically closer to 
the national level on Exercise U822, which required identifying 
the tone of the character in a comic strip. 

Adults in the Central region, with a median effect of 1.0, 
tended to perform at about the national level, while adults in 
the Northeast, with a median effect of 2.0, tended to perform 
above the national level. Neither group recorded any atypical 
results. 



Sex 

Both men and women performed at about the national level on 
all the exercises in Theme 8. 



Color 

Black adults, with a median effect of ~23.7, characteristi- 
cally performed below the national level, while White adults, 
with a median effect of 3.0, characteristically performed above 
the national level. Both groups attained percentages atypically 
farther from the national level on Exercise R824, which requires 
identifying the purpose of a public service advertisement. 



Parental Education 2 

The no high school group, with a median effect of -10.7, 
characteristically performed below the national level. Nonethe- 
less, the group achieved results atypically closer to the national 



^See the General Information Yearbook , Chapter 3 (Report 02-GIY) 
for definitions of the parental education groups. 
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level on Exercises R824 (purpose of public service advertisement)- 
and U822 (tone of character in comic strip). 

The some high school group consistently performed at about 
the national level. 

The graduated from high school group, with a median effect 
of 3.5, tended to perform above the national level, but the group 
showed no atypical results. 

The post high school group, with a median effect of 11.5, 
characteristically performed above the national level, and the 
group showed many atypical results. The group achieved percent- 
ages atypically farther from the national level on Exercises R827 
(attitude of speaker in "More I Speak"), R840 (method of attract- 
ing reader's attention in "Rounded Stone") and U818, an unre- 
leased exercise that involves identifying the satirical tone in 
a political passage. The group also achieved percentages 
atypically closer to the national level on Exercises R814, which 
requires understanding the slogan about horsepower; R824, about 
a public service advertisement; and U822, about the tone of a 
character in a comic strip. 

Size of Community ^ 

The big city group, with a median effect of -5.4, tended 
to perform below the national level, while the medium city group, 
with a median effect of 4.7, tended to perform above the national 
level. Results for both the small place group and the urban 
fringe group were^ close to the national level. None of the four 
groups recorded any atypical results. 



*** *** 



The data for the released exercise representing critical 
reading are presented as follows. The upper part of the left 
page shows the exercise number and age level. Then the exercise 
is shown exactly as it appeared to the respondent except that 
the correct choice is marked. The percentage of young adults 
choosing each answer is also shown. 



3 See the General Information Yearbook , Chapter 3 (Report 02-GIY) 
for definitions of the size of community groups. 



Ill 



The exhibit on the lower part of the page shows the national 
percentage of success and the percentage of success for each 
group both tabularly (leftmost column of figures) and graphically 
(horizontal bars) . The second column of figures on the left 
side of the exhibit shows the effects for all groups with aster - 
isks (*) indicating those that are reliably different from the 
national percentage of success. In addition to the percentages^ 
the effects can also be seen graphically. Note the dashed 
vertical line descending from the end of the national percentage 
bar. This allows a visual comparison of each group percentage 
of success with the national percentage of success. 

The right page again gives the exercise number and age 
level. It also gives the objective and major subobjective for 
which the exercise was written and a brief description of the 
exercise with unusual or interesting responses pointed out when 
appropriate. 
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Exercise 814 — Adult 



HORSBPOWBR 



IIIIE HUE 



IS 

fatal I 



Nat'l t 
Choosing 
Each Answer 

88.41 

l.lt 

0*€t 



Where would you probably see this sign? 

On a highway 
CZ> On a gymnasiuni floor 
( > At a racetrack tor horses 
(O In a grocery store 



1.8t 
l.lt 



CO I don ' t know. 
No response 
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Exercise 814 — Adult 
Overlap: Ages 9, 13 and 17 

Objective IV: Reason logically from what is read. 
Subobjective A: Draw appropriate inferences from the material 

that is read and "read between the lines" where 

necessary. 



Almost nine tenths of the nation's young adults recognized 
that the probable location of the horsepower slogan is on a high 
way. Very few adults confused horsepower with horses. 
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Bxftrcise S24 Adult 

Here is sn sd fran • nstiontl magazine. Read it and conplate the 
aentencea on the opposite page. 




A lOUSrS FUTURE IS IN YOUR HANDS 

Evcfy IRC, every ibnib^ and «ll our wiMli<c 
depend on yov to belp peevcni focnt hm. 
So plnee follow SfM)key*fABCf Atwtytlwld 
flMiche* till cold Be mut to diown di cunpfifct, 
•or die nbes, md dcora ifccm ifiiCL 
CiwhiUiraokesdcidout 



Nat'l t 
Chooaing 
Each Answer 

0.51 

l.lt 

96.1% 

0.71 

0.61 
l.Ot 



The purpoae of thia advertiaenent ia to get 

you to 

CD an joy canning. 

CD enjoy the wildlife. 

protect the foreata. 
CD plant treea properly. 

CD I don't know. 
No reaponae 



(Reprinted by permiaaion of The Advertiaing Council.) 
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Exercise 824 — Adult 
Overlap: Ages 13 and 17 

Objective IV: Reason logically from what is read. 
Subobjective A: Draw appropriate inferences from the material 

that is read and "read between the lines" where 

necessary. 



Almost all adults recognized that this public service adver 
tisement encourages readers to protect the forests. Clearly the 
purpose must be inferred, for it is not directly stated in the 
text itself. 
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Exercise 827 — Adult 



Reed the poem and answer the question which follows it* 



The more I speaks more useless seems the effect. 

My prayers can neither touch nor soften you. 

You take the bit in your teeth like a horse untamed, 

Fighting against the rein to have your way. 

And yet how frail, for all your vehemence, 

That science seems on which you do rely. 

Simple self-will falls strengthless to the ground 

When isolated from a mind that's sound. 

Consider, if my warning you ignore, 
How the successive and stupendous wave 
of mounting agony breaks on your head. 

Do thou beware, look round, take cognizance. 
Nor think self-will stronger than coonon sense.* 



Nat'l t 

Choosing 
Each Answer 

55.3% 

7.9% 

8.9% 

6.3% 
13.5% 



Which word BEST describes the attitude of 
the speaker? 



Exasperation 
CI> Fear 

CZ> Indifference 

CZ> Loyalty 

CZ> Self-interest 



7.0% 
1.2% 



CZ> X don*t know. 
No response 



* Eiqht Great Tragedies , S. Barnet, et al., 
by permission of the New American Library. 
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Exercise 827 ~ Adult 

Overlap: Ages 13 and 17 

Objective II: Analyze what is read. 

Subobjective C: See the techniques by which the author has 

created his effects. 



More than half of the adults correctly identified the 
speaker's attitude as one of exasperation. "More I Speak" is a 
difficult poem and the results show large group differences. 
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Bx«rci«« 839 — Mult 



Read the pessage and «n*w«r t le question which fol lours it. 

We csn't be satisfied with s static culture. There's work 
to be done if we're to survive. To s^snd still twuld be to per> 
ish. The discrepancy between nan's technical power and the wisdoai 
with trtiich he uses it has grown c .'t^apicuously wider year by year. 
We becone awara of it when an atonic boaib blaats an open gulf, 
but the separation has gone on steadily for a long tiae. It*s no 
solution to put the brakes on science until nan's wisdoM and re- 
sponsibility catch up. As frightening as it aay seem>*as aiad as 
it nay seen to the contenplative soul — scianca nust go on. We 
can't put our rockets and our atonic piles in nuseuns ''ike the 
loconotives in Bre%rt)on. But w« mist build nen up to t\e sane 
level. We can't retreat, but we aust straighten our lines. We 
nust reinforca the weak sectors — the behavioral and cultural 
sciences. We need < powerful science of behavior. 



Nat'l % 

Choosing 
Bach Answer 

11.1% 

72.3% 

4.0% 

2.3% 

2.7% 



The tone of the speaker is trtiich of the 
following? 



0> Cynical 
Bameet 
0> Ironical 
CI> Sentincntal 
0> Witty 



5.7% 
1.3% 



Z don't know. 
No response 



* Walden Two , B.F. Skinner, 
Macniilan Conpany . 



reprinted by pemisaion of the 
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Exercise 839 ~ Adult 

Overlap: Ages 13 and 17 

Objective II: Analyze what is read. 

Subobjective C: See the techniques by which the author has 

created his effects* 



More than seven tenths of this nation's young adults per- 
ceived the tone of this relatively sophisticated passage from 
B* F* Skinner's Walden Two > But the sentences beginning "We 
can* t* • •must. • .need** might make the tone accessible even to those 
who didn't understand the subject of the passage. 
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Exercise 840 — Adult 



Read the poem and answer the question which follows it. 



My body a rounded stone 

with a pattern of smooth seams, 

My head a short snake, 

retractive, protective. 

My legs come out of their sleeves 

or shrink within, 

and so does my chin. 

My eyelids are quick clamps. 

My back is my roof. 

X an always at home. 

I travel where my house walks* 

It IS a smooth stone. 

It floats within the lake, 

or rests in the dust. 

My flesh lives tenderly 

inside its home. 



Nat*l t 
Choosing 
Each Answer 

3.2% 
52. 6t 
16.5% 

8.0% 
12.5% 



What is one method the poet uses to attract 
the reader's interest? 



The dramatiw sutcone 

An unusual point of view 

Scientific detail about nature 

The use of regular rhymes and rhythms 

The relationship between the characters 



6.2% 
1.0% 



C5 I don't know. 
No response 



* To Mix With Time , May Swenson, reprinted by permission of 
Charles Scribner's Sons. 
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Exercise 840 — Adult 

Overlap: Ages 13 and 17 

Objective II: Analyze what is read, 

Subobjective C: See the techniques by which the author has 

created his effects. 



About half of the adults correctly identified the unusual 
point of view as the method May Swenson used to attract the 
reader's interest. Results for 13-year-olds, 17-year-olds and 
adults are within 7 percentage points of each other on this 
exercise. 
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CHAPTER 7 



AGE COMPARISONS 



In Chapters 3-6, our concern has been with comparing the 
percentage of success for each group with the national percentage 
of success within each age level . When an exercise has been 
administered at more than one age level, we can compare the per- 
centage of success for a given group at one age level with that 
group's percentage (s) of success at the other age level (s) and 
determine the percentage increase or percentage decrease between 
one age level and the next higher age level. We can also 
determine the overall or net percentage increase or percentage 
decrease between the lowest age level and the highest age level 
when more than two age levels are involved. 

We compare the percentages of success for 9-, 13-, and 17- 
year-olds and young adults (26-35) all obtained at the time of 
the 1970-71 assessment. Therefore, we are not justified in 
assuming that four years later the 9-year-olds (for example) , 
when they are 13-year-olds, would necessarily attain the same 
percentages of success as the 13-year-olds in the 1970-71 assess- 
ment. Likewise, we are not justified in assuming that four 
years earlier the 13-year-olds, when they were 9-year-olds, would 
have necessarily attained the same percentages of success as the 
9-year-olds in the 1970-71 assessment. This is because the 
experiences between age 9 and age 13 could be quite different 
for the 9-year-olds and 13-year-olds in the 1970-71 assessment. 
These statements generalize to the comparisons we make between 
any two age levels. 

For each exercise, an exhibit shows the percentage of success 
for each group at the relevant age levels and the percentage dif- 
ference between each pair of adjacent age levels and (when applic- 
able) the percentage difference between the lowest age level and 
the highest age level. For example, if we look at the Northeast 
at ages 13, 17 and adult: 



Age 
Level 



Percentage 
of Success 



Percentage 
Difference 



Northeast 



13 
17 

Adult 



17.9 
25.2 
43.3 



13~>17 
17 — >Adult 
13~>Adult 



7.4 
18.1 
25.5 
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We see that the percentage of success for the 13-year-olds was 
17.9 and for the 17-year-olds was 25.2 with a percentage dif- 
ference going from age 13 to age 17 of 7.4. We likewise see 
that the percentage of success for the adults was 43.3 with a 
percentage difference going from age 17 to adult of 18.1. The 
overall percentage difference going from age 13 to adult was 
25.5. A percentage decrease is indicated by a minus sign (-) . 
The bars on the graph portion of the exhibit also indicate the 
percentages of success for the groups at each age level. A 
dashed vertical line descends from the end of each national per- 
centage bar. This allows a visual comparison of a jroup's 
position relative to the national level from age level to age 
level. 

Some special note should be made of the white space between 
the end of each bar and the 100% vertical line. This white 
space represents the percentages of individuals who did not 
succeed on an exercise at each age level. This white space or 
percentage of failure must be taken into account when we consider 
the percentage increase from one age level to the next. Consider 
the following examples. 

1. If the percentage of success for a group at age 9 
is 20 and the percentage of success for that group 
at age 13 is 50^ the percentage increase is 30. 

On the face of it^ this seems to be a reasonably 
large increase^ but 50% of the 13-year-olds still 
failed. 

2. If the percentage of success for a group at age 9 
is 95 and the percentage of success for that group 
at age 13 is 99. 5 ^ the percentage increase is 4.5. 

On the face of it^ this seems to be a small increase. 
However^ only 5% of the 9-year-olds failed, therefore^ 
there could not be a large increase going to age 13. 

Another consideration must be made when we look at the per- 
centage increase from one age level to the next. The exercise 
may be extremely difficult for both age levels under considera- 
tion in which case we would expect a small or no percentage 
increase. 

Of the released exercises representing critical reading^ one 
was administered to all four ages; another was administered to 
9-^ 13- and 17-year-olds; four were administered to 13-year-olds, 
17-year-olds and adults; four were administered to 9- and 13- 
year-olds only; and four more were administered to 13- and 17- 
year-olds only. With very few exceptions^ a given age level 
attained a higher percentage of success than the next lower age 
level. 
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RELEASED EXERCISES 
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- Ag^t 9 and 13 


NSt'l % 
Choosing 
Each Answer 




Who 


is 


speaking m 


•nd answer th« question on the next P^ge. 


Age 9 J 


>ge 


_13 










9.6% 


3. 


7% 


<=> 


A 


house 


My body a rounded stone 


18.9% 


9. 


3% 


CO 


A 


person 


with a pattern of snooth seams. 


S.6% 


1. 


4% 


CO 


A 


snake 


M> head a short snake. 


7.0% 




7% 


CO 


A 


stone 


retractive, projective. 


56.3% 


83. 


3% 




A 


turtle 


My legs com out of their sleeves 


2.3% 


0. 


5% 


CO 


I 


don't know. 



or shrink within, 

and so dees my chin. 

My eyelids are quick clamps. 



0.1% 



No response 



My back is my roof. 

I em always at home. 

I travel where my house walks. 

It is a smooth stone. 

It floats within the lake, 

or rests in the dust. 

My flesh lives tenderly 

inside its home.* 



*Tf - Mix With Time , May Swenson, reprinted by permission of 
cKarles Scribner's Soi'S. 
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Exercise 802 — Ages 9 and 13 



Objective IV: Reason logically from what is read. 
Subobjective C: Reason from a general principle to specific 

instances. 



Exercise 802 asked children in the lower age groups to iden- 
tify the persona of May Swenson's "Rounded Stone." About 56% of 
the 9-year-olds and 83% of the 13-year-olds successfully completed 
the task. About half as many 13-year-olds as 9-year-olds incor- 
rectly identified the speaker as a person. 
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Exercise 804 Ages 9 and 13 



S«td the story and complete the sentence which follows it. 



The wind whistled woefully as it wound its way through the 
nearly leafless trees. The pale yellow moon cast eerie shadows 
at it slipped in and out from behind the clouds like a blinking 
flashlight. Strange figures could be seen dashing and darting 
through the streets. Ghosts, goblins — What could they be? 
What do they want? Whom have they come to haunt? Beware... 



Nat'l % 
Choosing 
Each Answer 



The mood or feeling of this story is 



Age 9 


Age 13 






5.3% 


5.9% 




amusing. 


80. 6t 


84.4% 




frightening. 


2.7% 


1.9% 




gay. 


3.9% 


4.8% 




ridiculous. 


2.0% 


1.1% 


cz> 


sad. 



5.2% 
0.4% 



1.7% 
0.2% 



O I don't know. 
No response 
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9 13 
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hat 



PtlCeVTIGE 



PMCEVTftGE 



20 



mCtWtkGt OP SUCCESS 
30 «0 50 60 70 



90 



HI 



VftTXOVAl 
VftTIOVAl 



Soatheast 



central 
Vottheast 



Rtle 
Penale 



9 
13 



9 
13 

9 
13 

9 
13 

9 
13 



9 

13 
9 
13 



80.6 

8a. « 



73.1 
8«.S 
81.0 
83.9 
85.7 
85.2 
81.0 
83.6 



77.7 
81.3 
83.4 
87.6 



9~>13 3.8 



->13 11.4 

->13 2.9 

->13 -0.5 

->13 2.6 



->13 
->13 



3.5 
4.3 



I I 

I I 

•••••••••••••••••••••••*•••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1 I 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••*•••••••• t**f 

•••*••••««••••••••*•••••••••••••*•••••••• t* I 

••••••••••••••••••••••• •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••t**t 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••f ••f * 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••^••••••••••••••••••••••••f •'f • 

•••••••••••••• 0 ••••••••• •••f* 



I 
I 
I 

••••••••«•••••••«••••••*•*••*••••••••••••••• ••••••••••••f* 



131 



ERIC 



i03 03 3/1 02«xe0ll012 lt020'>0CO 
T01 11 3/1 02«ZS0II012 IO2000C0 



9 13 
9 13 



aftTIOMftL AMD SflOUP PSRCERTftGES OP SOCCBSS 



ftSE PEaCEiTAG! 



PE9CPVTA6E 
OIP PB>»CE 



PERCERTftGE OP SUCCESS 
«0 SO 60 



mrioifti 


9 


60. 6 






HATZOHAL 


13 


81 .4 


9-'->1 3 


3.8 












BlACk 


9 


63*6 








13 


73.9 


9 — >13 


10.3 




9 


83. 5 










86* 2 


9"'") 1 3 


2.7 


PAPEWTAL EOOCATIOW 










«o High School 


9 


711. « 








13 


70.7 


9— >13 


-3.7 


SoiM High School 


9 


79.1 








13 


81.2 


9-->13 


2.1 


GrAdiAt«d High Sch. 


9 


82. « 








13 


86.2 


9— >13 


3.8 


Post Hi9h School 


9 


88.2 








13 


88.5 


9»»>13 


0.3 


SI2E-AiPrTTPB 










OP COHBOilTI 










Pitronc Innor City 


9 


61. 1 








13 


82.3 


9">13 


21. 1 


EitroM larAl 


9 


7*. 5 








13 


85.8 


9— >13 


11. 3 


Siull City 


9 


76.9 








11 


811.11 


9— >13 


T.5 


Hedliw City 


9 


8 3. 1 








13 


82.11 


9— >13 


-0.7 


Rest Of Bi9 City 


9 


79.8 






13 


76.6 


9-->13 


-3.2 


SttbarbAii Prinqe 


9 


8il. 1 








11 


85.8 


9">13 


1.7 


Pitrciiw Aff Sttbvrb 


9 


911.2 








13 


89.11 


9— >13 


-•.8 




90 



I I 
I I 
I I 

• t««| 
I I 

•t**t» 

I I 
•t«*t 

•t*«l 
•t I 

• t««t 
•t««t« 



132 



ERIC 



Exercise 804 — Ages 9 and 13 
Objective II: Analyze what is read. 

Subobjective C: See the techniques by which the author has 

created his effects. 



Thirteen-year-olds showed little improvement over the 9-year- 
old percentage in Exercise 804. Almost 81% of the 9-year-olds and 
84% of the 13-year-olds correctly identified the mood of the 
passage. 
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Exercise 805 — Ages 9 snd 13 



Read the story and complete the sentence on the next psge. 

After ti#D weeks of unususlly high-speed trsvel we resched 
Xeno, m small plsnet whose populstion, though never before visited 
by Esrthmen, was listed ss "friendly" in the Interstellsr Gazetteer . 

On stepping lightly (after all, the gravity of Xeno la 
acarcely more than twice that of our own moon) from our apace- 
craft we aaw that "friendly" waa an underatatement. We were 
immediately aurrounded by prangiblea of varioua colors, noatly 
pinkiah or orange, who held out their "handa" to ua. laiagine 
our aurpriae when their "handa" actually merged with oura as we 
tried to ahake theml 

Then, before we could stop tham (how could we hsve stopped 
them?) , two psrticulsrly pink Prangibles simply stepped right into 
two eminent scientists among our party, who iamedistely lit up 
with the sane pink glow. While occupied in thia way, the acien- 
tiata reported afterwarda, they auddenly diacovered they "knew" a 
great deal about Prangiblea and life on Xeno. 

Apparently Prangiblea could take themaelvea apart atonically 
and enter right into any other aubatance. They coewinicated by 
thought wavea, occaaionally merging "heada" for greater clarity. 
Two Prangiblea who were in love with each other would epend noat 
of their tine merged Into one; they were a bluiah-green color 
unless they were having a lover*a quarrel, when they turned gray. 



Nat'l i 
Chooaing 
Each Anawer 



The author 'a MAIN purpoae in this 
atory ia to 



Age 9 Age 13 

13.7% 7.5% create auapenae and nyatery. 

8.3% 3.9% CI> sell people on spsce trsvel. 

21.3% 12.5% srouse concern for Frsngibles. 

35.3% 67.1% creste sn imaginary apace atory. 

7.4% 6.3% O tell hia peraonal feelinga 
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12.6% 2.5% O I don*t know. 

1.5% 0.3% No reaponae 
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Exercise 805 — Ages 9 and 13 
Objective II: Analyze what is read. 

Subobjective C: See the techniques by which the author has 

created his effects. 



Exercise 805 asked children to identify the main purpose of 
a story about space travel. Thirty-five percent of the 9-year- 
olds and 67% of the 13-year-olds were able to do so. Almost 
twice a-fi- many 13-year-olds as 9-year-olds correctly identified 
the purpose of the story. 
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Exercise 810 



Ages 9« 13 and 17 



You will be asked to figure out the meaning of a wort* from the 
wsy it is used in this poem. Read the poem cc 'efulls and answer 
the question on the next page. 

AUTO WRECK* 

1 Its quick soft silver bell beating, beating 

2 And down the dark one ruby flare 

3 Pulsing out red light like an artery, 

4 The ambulance st top speed floating down 

5 Past bescons and illuminated clocks 

6 Wings m a heavy curve, dips down, 

7 And brakes speed entering the crowd. 

8 The doors lesp open, emptying light; 

9 Stretchers are laid out, the mangled lifted 

10 And stowed into the little hospital. 

11 Then the bell, breaking the hush, tolls once, 

12 And the ambulsnce with its terrible cargo 

13 Rocking, slightly rocking, moves away, 

14 As the doors, an sf terthought, are closed. 



Nst'l t 

Choosing 
Each Answer 



What does the word "Wings" in Line 6 
mean in the context of this poem? 
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No response 



* Poems 1940-1953 , Karl Shapiro, reprinted by permission of 
Random House, inc. 
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Exercise 810 — Ages 9, 13 and 17 
Objective I: Comprehend what is read. 

SubobjectivG C: Read paragraphs, passages and longer works. 



Exercise 810 requires students to choose the metaphoric 
meaning of "wings" within the context of the poem "Auto Wreck." 
About 29% of the 9-year-olds, 60% (about twice as many) of the 
13-year-olds and 78% of the 17-year-olds correctly stated that 
"wings" means "turns." For every seven 9-year-olds who could 
not correctly answer the question, only two 17-year-olds could 
not. 
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Exarclse 814 ~ Ages 9, 13, 17 and Adult 



HORMPOWCR 



kfatal! 

iiiii liiii 



^^^^^ j^.. 




Where would you probably see 
this sign? 



On a highway 

On « gymnasium floor 

At a racetrack for horses 

In a grocery store 



3.0% 
0.2% 
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0.2% 



3. '% 1.8% 
0.9% 1.1% 



O I don't know. 
No response 
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Exercise 814 — Ages 9, 13, 17 and Adult 

Objective IV: Reason logically from what is read. 
Subobjective C: Reason from a general principle to specific 

instances. 



Exercise 814 asks for the probable location of the sign. 
Much of the problem, especially for yoxmger children, seems to 
have been in understanding the word horsepower ; many 9- and 13- 
year-olds suggested that the sign belongs at a racetrack. How- 
ever, few older respondents misunderstood the word. About 23% 
of the 9-year-olds, 45% of the 13-year-olds, 76% of the 17-year- 
olds and 88% of the adults indicated that the sign probably be- 
longs on a highway. Percentages for each age are significantly 
higher than those for younger children. For every seven 9-year- 
olds who could not answer correctly, only one adult failed to 
do so. 
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Exercise 819 — Agvi 9 and 13 



ERIC 



If you listen carefully to what a person says* you can usually 
tell a lot about him. Sometimes you can tell how he feels. 

Read the passage and complete the sentence which follows it. 



"I'll be glad when this TV show is over. I like stories 
about spies, not this one about cowboys and Indians. I get to 
pick the next show. " 



Nat'l t 
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Each Answer 



Age 9 
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11 9t 



Age 13 
89.8% 
0.7% 
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The person who said this 

A likes spy stories. 

O doesn't like TV at all. 

doesn't care what TV show is on. 

likes stories about cowboys and Indians. 
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Exercise 819 — Ages 9 and 13 
Objective I: Comprehend what is read. 

Subobjective C: Read paragraphs, passages and longer works. 



Exercise 819 proved to be relatively easy for both age levels 
tested. About three quarters of the 9-year-olds and nine tenths 
of the 13-year-olds recognized that the speaker likes spy stories. 
For every five 9-year-olds who failed to select the correct 
answer, only two 13-year-olds failed to do so. 
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Exercise 824 — Ages 13, 17 and Adult 

/lere is an ad from a national magazine. Read it and complete 
the sentences on the opp'^'ite page. 




A fOREsrs nrrvME is in your hands 

Evtfjr tfce» every ihnib, and all our wiJdlile 
depniil CM fou to help pcevenc lofesc fim. 
So picttcMlow Smoker's ABCi AlwajnhoU 
sfillorfd BeiufeiodiDwAslicunpfifct^ 
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No response 



(Reprinted by permission of The Advertising Council.) 
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Exercise 824 — Ages 13, 17 and Adult 



Objective IV: Reason logically from what is read. 
Subobjective C: Reason from a general principle to specific 

instances. 



About 95% of all three upper age groups understood the pur- 
pose of the public service advertisement in Exercise 824. Since 
all percentages were near the 100% mark, no group showed a signi- 
ficant advantage over other groups. 
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Exercise 827 — Ages li, 17 and Adult 



Read the poem and answer the question whicn follows it. 



The more I speak, more useless seems the effect. 

Hy prayers can neither touch nor soften you. 

You take the bit in your teeth like a horse untamed. 

Fighting against the rein to have your way. 

And yet how fr<^il, for all your .ehenence. 

That science seems on which you do rely. 

Simple self-will falls strengthless to the ground 

When isolated from a mind that's sound. 

Consider, if my warning you ignore. 
How the successive and stupendous wave 
of mounting agony breaks on your head. 

Do thou beware, look round, take cognizance, ^ 
Nor think self-will stronger than ccxnmon sense. 



Nat'l % Which word BEST describes the attitude 

Choosing of the speaker? 

Each Answer 
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I don't know. 
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7t 
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2t 




No response 



♦ Eight Great Tragedies , S. Barnet, et al . , editors, reprinted 
by permission of the New American Library. 
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Exercise 827 — Ages 13, 17 and Adult 
Objective II: Analyze what is read. 

Subobjective- C: See thg techniques by which the author has 

created his effects. 



Exercise 827 asks for the attitude of the speaker in "More 
I Speak," a relatively difficult poem. Thirty percent of the 
13-year-olds, 45% of the 17-year-olds and 55% of the adults 
realized that the attitude was one of exasperation. Both 17- 
year-olds and adults recorded significant improvements over 
younger respondents, but even at the highest age almost half 
were not able to determine the attitude of the speaker. 
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Exercise 832 — Ag«« U and 17 



Read the poero and answer the questions which follow it. 

Fortune and Men's Eyes* 
Shakespeare 



1 VThen, m disgrace with fortune and men's eyes, 

2 Z all alone beweep my outcast state, 

3 And trouble deaf heaven with my bootless cries, 

4 And look upon myself and curse my fate, 

5 wishing me like to one more rich m hope, 

6 Featured like him, like him with friends possessed 

7 Desiring this man's art, and that nan's scope, 

8 With what I most enjoy contented least; 

9 Yet m these thoughts nyself almost despising, 

10 Haply I think on thee; and then my state, 

11 Like to the lark at break of day arising 

12 From sullen earth, sin^s hynms at heaven's gate; 

13 For thy sweet love remembered, such wealth brings 

14 That then I scorn to change my state with kings. 



Nat'l % 
Choosing 
Each Answer 
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No response 
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Exercise 832 — Ages 13 and 17 
Objective I: Comprehend what is read. 

Subobjective C: Read paragraphs, passages and longer works. 



About a quarter of the 13-year-olds and half of the 17-year- 
olds recognized the meaning of the double metaphor "deaf heaven" 
in a Shakespearean sonnet. Although the results showed a signi- 
ficant improvement between ages, about half of those in the older 
group still could not correctly interpret the metaphor. 
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Exercise 835 -- Ages 13 and 1? 



Read the passage and answer the question which follows it. 

I Skiing has recently becone one of the more popular 

•ports in the United States. Because of its popularity, 
thousands of winter vacationers are flying north rather 
than south. In many areas, reservations are required 
months ahead of time. 

II I discovered the accoanodation shortage through an 

unfortunate experience. On a sunny Saturday morning I 
set out from Denver for the beckoning slopes of Aspen, 
Colorado. After passing signs for other ski areas, I 
finally reached my destination. Naturally I lost no time 
in heading for the nearest tow. After a stimulating 
afternoon of miscalculated stem turns I was famished. 
Well, one thing led to another and it must have been 
eight o'clock before I concerned itself with a bed for 
my bruised and aching bones. 

Ill It took precisely one phone call to ascertain the 

lack of lodgings in the Aspen area. I had but one re- 
course. My auto and I started the treacherous :)aunt 
over the pass and back toward Denver. Along the way, 
I vent begging for a bed. Finally a ^olly tavcrnkeeper 
took pity and for only thirty dollars a night allowed me 
the privilege of staying in a musty, dirty, bathless 
room above his tavern. 



Nat'l t 
Choosing 
Each Ansirer 



Which paragraph or paragraphs in the passage 
are written from a personal point of view? 
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No response 
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Exercise 835 — Ages 13 and 17 

Objective V: Make judgments concerning what is read. 
Subobjective C: Make judgments about a work on the basis of 

what is found in the work itself. 

About 55% of the 13-year-olds and 78% of the 17-year-olds 
recognized that Passages II and III were written from a personal 
point of view. For every two 13-year-olds who could not deter- 
mine which paragraphs were personal, only one 17-year-old could 
not do so. 



ERLC 



157 



Exercise 638 — Ages 13 and 17 



Read the poem and answer the question which follows it. 



My body a rounded stone 

with a pattern of smooth seans. 

My head a short snake, 

retractive, protective. 

My legs come out of their sleeves 

or shrink within, 

and so does ny chin. 

My eyelxds are quick clanps. 

My back is ny roof. 

I an always at hooe. 

I travel where my house walks. 

It is s snooth stone. 

It floats within the lake, 

or rests in the dust. 

My flesh lives tenderly 

inside its hone.* 



Choosing 
Each Answer 




the 


poem? 


Age 13 


Age 


17 
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Restless 
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€. 
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O 


Unhappy 



3.41 
0.91 



2.71 
0.31 



I don't know. 
No response 



* To Mix Kith Tine , May Swenson, reprinted by permission of 
Charles scribner's sons. 
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Exercise 838 - 



- Agus 13 and 17 



Objective II: Analyze what is read. 

Subobjective C: See the techniques by which the author has 

created his effects. 



In Exercise 838, students are asked to describe the persona 
in the poem "Rounded Stone." Fifty percent of the 13-year-olds 
and 72% of the 17-year-olds were able to do so. For every five 
13-year-olds who could not describe the persona, three 17-year- 
olds could not. 
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Exercise 839 — Age* 13, I'' end Adult 



Read the passage and answer the question which follows it. 

We c«n*t be satisfied with a static culture. There's work 
to be done if we're to survive. To stand still would be to 
perish. The discrepancy between man's technical power and the 
wisdoa with which he uses it has grown conspicuously wider year 
by year. He become aware of it when an ataxic boob blasts an 
open gulf, but the separation has gone on steadily for a long 
tip^ It*s no solution to put the brakes on science until aan s 
wisdoa and responsibility catch up. *s frightening as it may 
seea—as mm6 as it My sees to the contenplative soul — science 
aust go on. We can't put our rockets and our atonic piles in 
Musem like the loco«)tives in Erewhon. But we mist build «en 
up to the ssM level. We can't retreat, but we must straighten 
our lines. We aust reinforce the weak sectors— the behavioral ^ 
and cultural sciences. We i,eed a powerful science of behavior. 



H^t'l % - The tone of the speaker is whi*:h of 

Choosing the following? 
each M^^r 

Age 13 Age 17 Adttlt 

10.7% 13.5% 11. •% O Cynical 

31.2% 56.0% 72.3% • Earnest 

15.1% 11.7% 4.0% O ironical 

g.4% 4.0% 2.3% O Sentimental 

9.«% 5.7% 2.7% O Witty 

21.0% §.7% 5.7% O r don't fcnow. 

3.1% 0.3% 1.3% Wo response 

• Maiden Two , ».F. Skinner, reprinted by permission of the 
Macmiiian company. 
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Exercise 839 — Ages 13, 17 and Adult 



Objective ri: Analyze what is read. 

Subobjective C: See the techniques by which the author has 

created his effects. 



Each age group shows a significant improvement over younger 
groups in answering this question about the tone of a passage by 
B. F. Skinner. About 31% of the 13-year-olds, 56% of the 17-year- 
olds and 72% of the adults correctly identified the tone as 
earnest. For every seven 13-year-olds unable to answer the ques- 
tion correctly, only three adults were unable to do so. 
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Exercise 840 Ages 13, 17 and Adult 



Read the poem and answer the question which follows it* 



Nat'l t 
Choosing 
Each Answer 



My body a rounded stone 

with a pattern of smooth seams. 

My head a short snake, 

retractive, protective. 

Ny legs come out of their sleeves 

or shrink within, 

and so does my chin. 

My eyelids are quick clamps. 

Ny back is my roof. 

Z am always at home. 

I travel where my house walks. 

It is a smooth stone. 

It floats within the lake, 

or rests in the dust. 

My flesh lives tenderly 

inside its hone. 

What is one method the poet uses 
to attract the reader's interest? 
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characters. 
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I don't know. 
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No response 
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Exercise 840 — Ages 13, 17 and Adult 
Objective II: Analyze v/hat is read. 

Subobjective C: See the techniques by which the author has 

created his effects. 



Results for Exercise 840, which requires understanding how 
the poet attracted the reader's attention in "Rounded Stone," 
show no significant differences between the three age levels. 
About 46% of the 13-year-olds and 53% of the 17-year-olds and 
adults recognized that the unusual point of view (that of a 
turtle) was used to attract attention. 
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BxcrciM 141 — Ages 13 end 17 



Read the story and answer the question which follows it. 

In the past, flies were s lot bigger than they arc now. My 
father used to throw rocks st them. My grandfather used to shoot 
them with a gun. And ny great-grandfather told me that it used 
to tske five men, s dog, two horses end sixteen csts to drag a 
single fly out of the kitchen. 



Nst*l t 

Choosing 
Esch Answer 



9.8% 
74. St 
9.6t 

S.Ot 



AaeJ2 
6.6% 
75.8% 
10.7% 

5.4% 



Which explanation tells BEST how the writer 
■akes this story funny? 



By using humorous sentence structure 

By exaggerating the size of the flies 

By putting the events in sosie past time 
so the story becomes unresl 

By making the last sentence of the 
paragraph much longer than the rest 



1.0% 
0.1% 



0.9% 
0.5% 



I don't know. 
No response 



T13 16 3/1 02*KS«1012 K02000C0 
S07 n 3/1 02*X8«1012 802C00C0 



13 17 
13 17 



IIATI08AL AVD GIOOP MBCIVTA68S OP StfCCESS 



misi 



AGS 



VAT 108 A I 

Sonthesst 
Vest 
Csntrsl 
8ortfa»sfct 



13 
17 



13 
17 
13 
17 
13 
17 
13 
17 



PEICe8TAGE 
OP SPCCIS3 



7%. 5 
75.8 



PIICE8TA6E 



71.3 
76.2 
72. 1 
73.1 
75.3 
77.3 
79.6 
76. « 



13— >17 
13— >17 
13— >17 
13— >17 



(1.9 
1.0 
2.1 
-3.2 



PBIC8RTAG8 OP SOCCSSS 
HO 50 60 



M 



n 

Ml 
•tf 



•ft* 



m 



Nsle 
Pensle 



13 
17 
13 
17 



73.5 
73.0 
75.% 
78.7 



13— >17 3.3 
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1^- 3/1 Oi»X8«1012 R02000CO . 13 17 

SOT W 3/1 02*X8«10 12 H029OOC0 13 17 



NATlOltAL AND CHOOP PERCERTAGES OT SUCCESS 



AGE 



RATIONAL 
NATIONAL 



Black 
Hhit« 



13 
17 



n 
i"» 

13 



PERCeRTAGi 



7«.«i 
7S.8 



PERCE "AG/ 



56.6 
66. 3 
77.7 
77. 3 



13— >17 
13 — >17 



SI£<?-A1D-7TPE 
or COHHONfTT' 



9.7 
-0. 3 



Ho High school 


n 


66.8 










1"» 


7». 1 


13 — >17 


7. 


3 


Some High Srhool 


13 


71.* 










17 


70.8 


n— >17 


-0. 


6 


Giadaated High Sch. 


13 


75. 1 










17 


■»6.5 


13-->17 


1. 


3 


Po^t niqh School 


13 


81. 2 










17 


7<». 1 


13 — >17 


-2. 


1 


•lATIORAL 


13 


7«.«i 








VAT lORAL 


17IS 


76.7 


13 — >17 


2. 


1 



Pxtrenw Tnner 


City 


P 


59 


.9 














17IS 


66 


.6 


13- 


->17 


6. 


7 


Extreme 


Baral 


13 


68 


.6 














17IS 


79 


. 1 


13- 


->17 


10. 


5 


Sm«11 


City 


13 


75 


.3 














17IS 


78 


. 2 


13- 


->17 


2. 


9 


ftedioffl 


City 


13 


76 


.2 














17IS 


77 


.7 


13- 


->17 


1. 


5 


Rest Of Big 


city 


13 


81 


. 2 














17IS 


78 


.6 


13- 


->17 


-2. 


« 


Soburttan fringe 


13 


7l» 


.7 














17IS 


7« 


.9 


13- 


->1T 


0. 


1 


Extreme Aff Suburb 


13 


79 


.0 














17IS 


78 


.« 


13- 


->17 


-0. 


7 



PERCENTAGE OF SUCCESS 
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• • •••• II 
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1 1 
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***ti 

• n 

• 1 1 

" ••••• ff 

•••••• 

* ff** 

• • • 

I 

•••••••••• * ff 

I I 
I I 

• I I 

•••• • ♦ I I 

•••• * *ff 

• 

• • —ff 

t*l 

f«f 

• f I 

••* ; * f I 

^••••ff 
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Exercise 841 — Ages 13 and 17 



Objective II: Analyze what is read. 

Subobjective C: See the techniques by which the author has 

created his effects. 



About three quarters of both the 13-year-olds and the 17- 
year-olds recognized that the exaggerated size of flies helps 
make the passage funny. None of the other suggested answers was 
especially attractive to either age group. 
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